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U.S. Department of Justice

Federgkﬁhreau of Investigation
935, Pennsylvania Ave., N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20535-0001 , ; ;~ , o Jﬂgg
Mr. Ernie Lazar \/ 515 B RO e

Post Office Box 423434
San Francisco, CA 94142-3434 Subject of Request: _Austin J, App

FOIPA No. _ 429560 /190- HQ—1250810

Dear Requester:

Enclosed are copies of documents from FBI records. Excisions have been made to protect
information exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (Freedom of
Information Act) and/or Section 552a (Privacy Act). In addition, where excisions were made, the
appropriate exempting subsections have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld
in their entirety, a deleted page information sheet has been substituted showing the reasons or basis for the
deletion. The subsections cited for withholding information from the enclosed documents are marked below:

Section 552 Section 552a
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(See Form OPCA-16a, enclosed, for an explanation of these exemptions.)

Pursuant to your request, _405 pages(s) were reviewed and 251 page(s) are
being released.

During the review of material pertinent to the subject of your request, documents were located
which

i originated with another Government agency(ies).
These documents were referred to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you.

[0 contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the
FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other
agency(ies).
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ing that Subject had teught at the University of Scranton
at Scranton, Pa., end had lived at 3,43 Herrison Ave., in
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/&'?‘ i 0 as an English professor in the Incarnate Word College, San
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end made a trip to Monterrey, Mexico, and vicinity, end returned to this city
on September 17th. He stated that subject had talked to him & going to
Mexico ¢ity end other places in Mexico prior to this tripﬂtated that
Subject had told him that he was not in favor of HITLER, it wes due
to the last peace of the last world e Germans which caused this war.

576 He stated that the Germen people did not want wer and were positively against
unconditional surrender demends of the Allies. Subject then stated that there
would be no HITLER if the peace terms, as & result of the last world war, had
been just. He stated that Subject had elso made the statements that somedey
there will be stfeets in the United States nemed after HITLER.

s interviewed, and she furnished substantially the same

On November 1, 194);, there appeered an editorial in the Sen pntonio Express news-
paper, the daily newspeper printed in gan Antonio, which editorial was principally

e discussion of the starvation and ill health in France as a g onse
C ccupation and mismanagement, On November L, 194l b ?C/
7 f the San Antonio Express newspsaper, furnished thi

ollowing letter from Subject, which' had been written by Subject to the newspaper‘

"I read with interest your editorial analysis of the under=nourishment
.gnd 111 health in France.

Your principel conclusion is thet such starvation and ill health is the natural
consequence of German occupation and mis-ma.nagement.

Upon some thought I believe thet other causes cen be added to your enalysis,
which T humbly add,

Another cause of the starvation and ill hesalth of France is the Allied
_ .. blockede of Burope. lihenever Egrope is subjected to a food blockade all
2 ey "'Europe 80 blockaded suffers from a shortege of food. - That is why the
B s, B ;‘,_blockerle is undertahn In*thq 1&:*&: war the Gérmans themselves often died
S ., . of starvation; “With the All‘.led blockede in .effeot against France, even .7
if ‘every German were & Eoowr or'a Lelman ‘there would bs & shortage of food,

Another cause is the Allied bombing of France. You probebly read the
bitter protest of the French bishops to beg the Allies to stop bombing
France. If Allied bombing wes as successful as we were led to believe
then it must have created endless disruption in food end medical distri=-
bution in France.
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Another cause is the vast French underground encouraged and often
supplied by the Allies for the purpose of disrupting transportation, and
food production end distribution. How disrupting such underground ele-
ments are is being noted now that they are beginmning to interfere with
the present occupiers of France. '

Interesting facts that could be added to your analysis are that many more
millions have died of starvation in Allied occupied territory thea in
Axis occupied territory. British and Americen occupied India has just
gons through the most ghastly starvation in history, but that was due

not to eny British (or American) savagery but to the dreadful consequences
of war. Millions have died of starvation in Free Chine, occupied by Chiang
Kaeishek (and apparently some of our troops), but their death by starva-
tion is not due to Kaishek's "savagery®, but to the consequences of war,
such wers as our Ally Russia started against Finland and our opponent
Germeny started against poland, and our one-time ally of 1917, Jepan,
started againgt China.

Since newspepers .pride themselves on being feir and just and on seeing all
the causes, come hell or highweter, I thought you might not mind my ex-
tending your eanalysis of the causes of French starvation. I think it

is noble of you to concern yourself with the starving and suffering people
all over the world.

Sincerely yours,
/s/ AUSTIN J. APP
Austin J. App, PheD."

The following description of Subject was obtained from observation:

ST S0 Heme e et AUSTIN J. APP, Ph.D.
e S AN L D AR S, " Apppoxlmately 35 yrs.
~Bpight R bt 8%
Weight . - <.~ 1803
Heir Broun
Complexion Ruddy
Build Medium
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AUSTIN JOSEFH APP INTERNAL SECURITY - G
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Records of LDB“ Scranton, Pa. reflect - b ~
the following: orn May 24, 1902 at A7)
— 2 Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Secured A.B. degree
- o -  from St. Francls Seminary, St. Francis,
{CC TOx ”‘Vf 5 42 M7 Minnesota, in 1924« Received M.A. degree in
REQ. REC'D/ | & 1926 and Ph.D. in 1929 at Catholic University,
FEB 7 1it4 Washington, D. C. Employed as professor at
- Catholic University from 1927 to 1935. Pro-
. i fessor of English at University of Scranton,
_— , ol Scranton, Pa. from September, 1936, to
‘BY:Q'* il ¢y , September, 19/2. Taught at summer session in
= Z°/* 19/2 at laros College, Dubuque, Iows. Inducted
into U. S. Army at Wilkes-Barre, Pa. on Sept:
——7{4;4: e 11, 1942. Honorable discharge March 12, 1&3
: o at Camp Claiborne, La. as over age. Army
ct 10 .71 /7 serial No. 33353746. Fellow professors at
REQ-RECD/ =/~ &/ Scranton University state APP is extreme
JAN 22 1964 , idealist, pacifist, and altruist. Described
AN * as pro-German but not pro-Nazi. Is great
Bnauﬁ‘ d{ admirer of German and English peoples as they
s are more intelligent and cultural than other
Europeans. Felt that nations with highest
type civilization should rule less civilized
nations. Has made many statements, prior to
£ entry of U, S. in war, which might be construed
! as pro-German. Credli record satisfactory.
~ No crmm record at Su'a.nton Police Departmsnt. s > 7
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PH File 100-12308

DETAILS: The title of this report is being changed to reflect the
full name of the subject as listed in his Selective
Service file.

“ = A
\Pﬁqnfidential Informan
nished the following

of the file reflects that on October 3, 1942, } 2.
whose identity is known to the Bureau, fur-

ions b7 )

APP at that time was head of the English Department
at the University of Scranton. He was born in Wisconsin of German parents.
He secured his A. B. degree at St. Francis Seminary, St. Francis, Minnesota,
in 1924. He received his M. A. in 1926 and his Ph. D. in 1929 at the
Catholic University, Washington, D. C. He was employed as a professor at
Catholic University from 1927 to 1935. He has been employed at the Uni-
versity of Scranton gince 1936. He reportedly has taken postgraduate
courses at Oxford University, Oxford, England. He has visited Mexico,
Panama, and Canada. He has also served as college professor during summer
sagsions ai Laros College, Dubuque, Iowa. This informant states that the
subject had been called before the school authorities at Scranton Univer-
sity because of the subversive character of his lectures. On December 8,
1942, he reportedly addressed his class as follows: "America is to be
blamed for our war with Japan because Japan is like 2 dog which, il teased
long enough will finally turn and bite you." He reportedly made statements
that the Germans were a superior race and that America would do better to
ally itself with Germany rather than England. He wrote a pro-German re-
view of the book "The Moon is Down® by JOHN STEINBECK.

He was reportedly bitter about his induction into the
United States Army. This informant described the subject as highly
‘intelligent, exceptionally clever, and an able professor who may be dangerous
because of his ability to influence others.

-_

. SRR B 7 19:., SontideriEalédn for hose iden- (
-’tityisimmtothehmean,f merded a -coged on %o Iphia ‘. 7LE

: : “bra $od - to the: Gincinns.ti Field . - 6 2

- ‘Division by lsttaer dated February. 16 1944, as “the subject was presently 2

“residing at Hillisrd; Chio, at that ¥ime. A lead is being set. forth for the 571)
Cincinnati Field Division to review the information furnished by this infor-

mant for the benefit of the San Antonio FWsion. A copy of this

communication from Confidential Informant s not available at this
time in the Philadelphia Field Division.

AT S ON, PENNSYLV.

o N |
of Local Draft Board No. 6, 336 North W
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subject!s. Selecti: orvice file: AUSTIN
"JOSEPH APP, while residing =t 343 Hagrd SOHN e Scranton, registered
under the Selectiw : _on February 16, 1942. He
was assign t that time he was

employed as a“} 380 e niversity of Scranton, 331 Wyoming Aven

He listed as the person who would always kncm his address Mr. AUGUST H. APP,
Henomonce Falls, Wisconsin. His questionnaire, which was filed June 1
1942, stated that he had atiended St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis,
Minnesota; Catholic University at Washington, D. C.; and two summer sessions
at the University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. He stated that he could
translate both German and Spanish. He had taught as a professor at Catholic
University in Washington, D. C., Scranton University, and planned to teach
during the summer session of 1942 at I.aros College, Dubuque, Iowa.

He was inducted into the United States Army on September
11, 1942, at Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, and was assigned to the New Cumber-
land Recepiion Center, New Cumberland, Pennsylvania, on September 25, 1942.
He was honorably discharged from the United States Army on March 12, 1943
at Camp Claiborme, Louisiana. His rank at the time of discharge was private
and his serial number was 33353746.

After his discharge, he was employed at the Jaeger
Machine Company, 550 West Spring, Columbus, Chio. He worked for this company
about six months when he secured a position teaching English Composition
at St. Mary of the Springs College at Columbus, OChio. He is presently
employed as a professor at the Incarnate Word College, San Antonio, Texas.

He secured permission from this local board to visit

Mexico from September 6 to 20, 1944, "for pleasure and education trip."

The following changes of address were listed in the
subjectts file: :

June 19, 1942 Laros College, Dubuque, Iowa;

September 2, 1942 University of Scranton;
- March 29, 1943 . 75 Bast Woodruff Avenue, Columbus, Ohio;
-_lle.y 1; 1944 ; ‘.476 West Seventh Avemue, Columbus, Qxio,

146 Dav:ls Gourt, San’ Antonie, Texas.

an aparumen
J fall of 1942. She
described the subject as a very quiet man who was methodical in his habits
and an excellent tenant. He always appeared to be honest and conscientious
regarding his work and very liberal in religious maiters, as he spoke at
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'clmrches of a:l.l denominations when requested. He did not mingle with the ‘f’

other three tena.nts of the apartment building and knew none of the
neighbors in/the vicinity of his apartment. She had never heard him make
un-American statement or in any way express pro-Axis sympathies.

taged that the only neighbor who might know the subject was
who is employed at Joseph's Square Deal Jewelry Store on
cranton, Pennsylvania.

mof the University of Scranton,
e, nishe e Tollowing ormations

The subject was employed as a professor and head of the
English Department at the University in September, 1936. He had previously
taught for about seven years at the Catholic University in Washington, D. C.
He was a conscientious and industrious worker but too idealistic for pre-
senting practical problems to his classes.

mtated that many might consider his statements
pro-German but that he eved his opinions were motivated by an altruistic
temperament rather than a sympathy for Germany. On one occasion on December
8, 1942, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, APPF made the statement to his
class that the United States had so handled the Japanese question that our

a.cti ﬂg Eovoked Japan to attack us. On this occasion APP was reprimanded

331 Wyoming Avenu

by, d other members of the faculty and cautioned to use more dis-
c his remarks.

i vised that prior to the entry of the United

States into the war, he had had many heated discussions with APP regarding
the international situation. In all these discussions APP tcok the posi-
tion that Germany, having a better cultural background, was entitled to give
the invaded countries the benefit of this culture. APP did not approve of
using force to thrust upon the invaded countries the civilization of Germany.
He often praised England and the United States for their high type civili-
zation and on many occasions stated that "the country that has the most bath
tubs will win the war." .

2 *sa received recent letter he subject which
v baar a rubber stampe essed are the peacemakers.® scribed the -
" subject-as a poet who lived an inirovert life but lik attract attention

by making startling remarks and by writing his opinions, which offen dif-

fered from the public opinion of the time.

He did not want to be drafted for the ~Armed Forces; but
under his philosophy, he could not be a conscientious objector as he felt
the laws of the land should govern rather than the individual desires of each
citizen.
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g B4 DO N be able to furnish additional
personal data. rega.rding i€ SubJecs ii t.he same is desired.

7
Scranton, sh e ormatiions: :

He had worked with the subject as a member of the faculty at
Scranton University and had engaged in many discussions with the subject
prior to our entry in the war. He described the subject as "pro-German but
not pro-Nazi.® In these discussions the subject took the position that the
English people were the most highly civilized and intelligent people in the
world and that Germany was second in culture and civilization. He also
praised the United States for its development of scientific inventions.
It was the subject's opinicn, as mentioned in these discussions, that England
and America would defeat Germany in the event there was a war as they were
more intellectual and had reached a higher of civilization than
Germany and her allies had attained.:ﬁ:zted that the subject based
all his reasoning on the superior in gence of peoples and the degree %o
which they had advanced themselves in obtaining comfort and the necessities
of life, He had heard the subject make statements which might be considered
pro-German; but in his opinion, these statements were based upon the subject's
theory that Germany, being a more highly civilized country than Poland or
Czechoslovakia, was entitled to govern and assist the less intellectual
na-tionso

He did not want %o be drafted for military service as he felt
that the use of force by any nation was improper way to spread culture and
enlightenment. Under his theories, it was proper for him to serve in the
Armed Forces, as this was demanded by law, but he did not want to advance
himself to a rank of an officer as this effort on his own part would be a
comm-miee of his posi.tion as a paciﬁ.st.

t!tﬁe ﬂ;@iﬁé}sity of

‘ .

'~ He advised that he had 'been nasoeiated ﬁth the subject on
the faculty at the University of Scranton and was an associate editor with
him gn 2 literary publication known as ®Catholic Best Sellers.® They had
many discussions prior %o the entry of the United States in the war, during
which time APP defended the Axis powers. He did not condone the use of
force by the Axis but explained that the Treaty of Versailles and

various trade agreements had reduced Germany to a state of poverty. He at




.all“tines ea:zn-aaaed" dstire _themiea touinthenruththelﬁs
- as.such a victory would be that true culbure could be'spread
“among the nations. “It was op:mion that the subject was not
pro-German but rather atie ) e an international view of the war
based on the rights of all countries to have a decent living.

m;:éplained that on one occasion Dre APP had written

a review for K'S book, "The Moon is Down," which criticized
STEINBECK as a spreader of a propaganda which would make all civilians in
occupied countries murderers and executioners. AFP had indicated that if
STEINBECK'S philosophy had been .followed through, the German civilians would
kill Ameri ers in the army of occupation in the event Germany is
defeated. in a subsequenit issue of this publication, wrote a dissenting

b ,7 C/rev:.ew.
S, - o e
a neighbor of Jec the above address. She

described him as an excellent neighbor who never interfered with the rights

of others. She stated that he did not mingle with any of the other tenants

= _and was well liked although not very well known. She could furnish no other
pertinent information.

Msecretary of the Commercial Association
of Scranton, ilding, on, Pennsylvania, advised that the credit

record of the subject was satisfactory. She furnished other background
information which has been set forth above in this report.

}/ mdentiﬁ.cation Division, Scranton
Police Depart s Dcranwon, renn ania, advised that they had no record

0
of the subject.

The following description of the subject was secured from his
Selective Service file:

Name: AUSTIN JOSEFH APP

_ Present add.ress: 146 Davis Court San Antonio, Texas

; !hite j:- ;

%y 21., 1902, m'naulgee, Iisconsin -
LB 08 ; ,

170 ponnds

Gray

Brown

Complexions Light

Social Security No.: 199-09-7789
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Yarital Status: - Smgle

Employments ' Professor, Incarnate Word College )
. San Antonio, Texas ‘
Selective Service: Registered Local Draft Board No. 6,

Seranton, Pa.
Order No. 10325
Serié.l No. TWO
U. Se Army service - inducted
September 11, 1942 at Wilkes-Barre, Pa.
Honorable discharge March 12, 1943,
Camp Claiborne, La.

fi. Serial No. 33353746

No leads are being set forth in this report, except the one
to the Cincinnati Field.-Division, as it is not known how extensive an inves-
tigation the office of origin contemplates in this case.

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN -
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August é, 1946
RE; AUSTIH J. AFP

The mommm Encyclopedia of the Vorld carries the
following biography of the capticned individual:

Ausiin J. App was borm iay 24, 19
the son of August H. and Katherine Cbermaiep
5t, Francls Seminarxy in Wisconsin, recei
In 1926 received an M.A. Degree from the Catholic University of
America, ¥ himgton, D. C. TIn 1929 he was awarded a Ph.D. by this
latter university.

in #ilwaukee, Visconsin,
pp. He :was educated at
n A.B. Degree in 1924.

¥rox 1929 until 1935 ’pp was an instruetor in English at
Catholic University. He was a preofessor of English end Head of the
tepartment at the University of Scranton, Scranton, Penneylvanis from
1935 untdl 1942,

From. ~,.¢ptember, 1942 until iarch, 1943, he served with the

United Stetes Army Corps of Engineers, receiving an Honcrable Discharge

in the latter year.

App was employed as an Adnimistrative Assistant in the
Personnel Division of the Jaeger Machine Company from 1933 unt.il probably
m]y 1946.

App is the author of "lancelot in English Literature,v pubt-

M iw 1929, as well as articles in the Catholic Rducatiomal Review,

Tolson
E. A

. Ao TERR__
Cle,
Gll'!n
La

He is

Library World, the Catholic ¥orld, and many othera.
e tor of Best Sellers, a mwuk],y review, :
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syl“gs'so" FACTS: Subject was born 5/24/02 at M:Llwaukee, Wisconsin of German
)"7‘/3" 22 extraction. 4B from St, Francis Seminary, St. Francis,
Wisconsin, 1924. Received Knights of Columbus scholarship to
D RFC D. / 7 é/ Catholic University, Washing‘bon, D. C. where received M4,
AN S0 {084 1926 and Ph.D. 1929." Employed as instructor in English,
gy Catholic University 1925 to 1935; head of English Department,
} Scranton University, Scranton, Pa., 1935 to 1942, Traveled
' in Europe, Cznada and Mexico-2nd taught at Loras College,
| Dubuque, Iowa during summers, Served in US army 9/11/42 to
' 3/12/1,3 when honorable dlscharged as Private at Camp Claiborne,
Louisiana to accept employment in essential war industry,

20 Q
rﬂO

3,\?;3‘ \%J Subsequent to discharge employed by Jaegers Manufacturing
= Aaln N & Company, Columbus, Ohio, manufacturers of farm machlnery.
EYe’ D 1] Since September, 194k, has been Professor of English in

P
A}

Incarnate Word College, San Antopio, Texas. Residence 316
San Pedro Avenue, San Antonio, P reported to be strict
moralist, disciplinarian, devout Catholic, uncompromising
in ideals and ethical principles, Alleged to suffer fram
- political p &rﬁm&l, a fan#icism with regard to international
affairs. edge of history, is argumentative
and Stubbo yi a. rlor*t.b ’Eorld War # 2 was strongly
non—:.rte\rvent onis ﬂm 1y eritical of US foreign
policy. ~ atéd?U vo ed Japan :mto attacking. Professed
pacifism but jus‘t acts of Axig ression, criticising
Nazi regiie pnly.on suppression of Catho in Germany.
pcnsideréd%jng coriscdentious objec;ion to - service |-
bu"t. becéme resigned to Amy services ‘unhappy in Army and f} .
b discharge -to. take defense job e soldier wrote :

BRET ZR] er to Vg \ewspaper advocating a' negotiated peace.' 4
‘ : : Wrote advers:bms ‘of STEINBECK'S nq;mcmg IS DOWN", and
\ o Wsm's, NTHE-TTME IS NOW') ¥ ‘

i APPROVED AND - 5
FORWARDED: -~ mé«ma
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eucan_]lar Policiea and Catholic Traditions" published in the catholic World,

October, 1944, criticising American policy of demanding unconditional surrender.
In reply to editorial- in San Antonio Express, 11/1/4) which pointed to Germany's
enforced starvation of conquered pecples, APP disagreed and attributed starvation
in France to the Allied blockage of Europe, Allied bombings and activities of the
French Underground and states more people died of starvation in Allied occupied
territory than Axis occupied territory. In May, 1945, protested an order forbidding
German Prisoners of War using German straight arm and other Perty salutes. In
address at commencement, St. Mary's University, San Antonio, June, 1945, demanded
a "just and honorable" peace for Germany and stzted atrocities should have no
effect on final peace settlement.) In pamphlé VISHING THE WOMEN OF CONQUERED
EUROPE", May, 1946, APP states troops under EISENHAUER!S command raped more women
in one week in one city than troops under HITLER'S command in four years in all
of France, Further states German troops in behavior toward women were most
correct and decent in the whole history of warfare. As a result of last pamphlet
Catholic Church authorities considered dismissing APP, however to avoid embroiling
Incarnate Viord College in possible Academic freedom controversy, admonished APP
who promised to desist from further political writings.

N S
REFERENCE:
Bureau File # 100-210108.
Bureau letter dated August 9, 1946:
DETAILS:

- Referenced Bureau letter enclosed a photostztic copy of a pamphlet written by
AUSTIN J. APP, entitled, "RAVISHING THE WOMEN OF CONQUERED EURCPE" as well as
a memorandum reflecting information concerning APP obtained from the Biographical
Encyclopedia of the World., It was requested that the background and activities
of APP be discreetly ascertained.

L;\’ A review of the San Antonio:.files reflects th following» information goncemi;xg
b 7 D APP obtained fmm Confident:l.al Infomn : ' ®

b Reeords of- Taeal Draft Board# 6, scran'bon, Pennsylvania, reflect that 4PP was
“born May 24, 1902 at Milwaukee, fviscona:m. He secured an A.B. degree from St,
Francis Seminary in 1924. He received an M,A. degree from the Catholic University
in 1926 and a Ph.D from the same institution in 1929, He was employed as Professor
at Catholic University in 1927 to 1935 and as Professor of English st the Uni-
versity of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania from September 1936, to September, 1942.
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He taught at summer session of 1942 at Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa, He was
inducted into the United States Army at Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on September 11,
1942, and was honorably discharged March 12, 1943 at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana

as over age, His Army Serial number was 33353746,

According to Confidential Infomant! fellow professors at Scranton University
stated APP isfEBxtreme: idealist, paciilist and altruist., He was described as pro-
German but not pro-Nazi. He was stated to be a great admirer of the German

end I3"1'121:!.sh peoples as they are more intelligent and cultured than other Europeans.
He felt that nations with the highest type of civilization should rule less
civilized nations. He made many statements prior to the entry of the United
States into the war which might be construed as pro-German. He had a satis-
factory credit record and no criminal record at the Scranton folice Department.

Confidential Informan advised that APP had reportedly taken graduate courses
at Oxford University, ord, England, and had visited Mexico, Panama and

Canada. It was stated that he was called before the school authorities at
Scranton University because of the subversive character of his lectures and on
December 8, 1942 he reportedly addressed his class as follows: '"America is

to be blamed for our war with Japan because Japan is like a dog which if

teased long enough will finally turn and bite you", He reportedly made statements
that the Germans were a superior race and that America would do better to ally
itself with Germany rather than England.

iAfter his discharge from the United States 4mmy, according to Confidential
Informan APP was employed at the Jaeger Machine Company, 550 West Spring,
Columbus, o for about six months when he secured a position teaching English

- Composition at St. Mary of the Springs College, Columbus, Ohio.

According to Confidential InformanWof the
University of Scranton, 331 Wyoming s OCIantorl, y stated that
on December 8, 1942, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, APP made the statement
to his class that the United States had so handled the Jeapanese question that

ou s provoked Japan to attacking us, On this occasion APP was reprimanded
ﬂhd other members of the faculty and cautioned to use more discretion -
mgpoﬂ.edly advised thet prior to the entry of the United

in arks, sed
States into f‘bh;j : d had many heated discussions with APP regarding ‘the

“international situation. In all of these disciissions: APP took the position that

Germany, having a better cultural background, was entitled to give the envaded
countries the benefit of this culture. APP did not approve of using force to
thrust upon the invaded countries the civilization of Germany. He often praised
England and the United States for their high type of civilization and on many
occasions stated that "the country that has the most bath tubs will win the warn,
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conf:mned bachelor. ;

stated that he had received letters in late 1944 and early 1945 from =i
ect which béar a rubber stamped "Blessed are the Peace Makers",
escribed APP as a poet who lived an introvert life, would like to
attention by making startling remarks and by t his opinions which
often differed from the public opinion of the time.ﬂtated that APP
did not want to be drafted for the Armed Forces, bu is philosophy he
could not be a conscientious objector as he felt the laws of the land should
govern rather than the individual' desires of each citizen.
Informant

terviewe
versity oi Scranton who terme as pro-Gzerman but no -

tated that in many discussions with the subject prior to our
entry war that APP took the position that the English people were

the most highly civilized and intelligent people in the world and that Gemany
was second in culture and civilization. He praised the United States for its
development of scientific inventions. He predicted that England and America
would defeat Germany in the event there was a war as they were more intelléctual

and had reached a higher degree of civilization than Germany and her allies had
obtained,

Subject based all of his reason on the superior intelligence of peoples and the

degree to which they had advanced themselves in obtaining comfort &nd the necessities
of life,

m.advised that APP held a theory that Germany, being a more civilized

than Poland or Czechoslovakia, was entitled to govern and assist less
intellectual nations,

* Confidential informant’sumarized information he had developed concerning

APP as follows: He stated that APP speaks German, French and Spanish, and is
reported to have a noticeably German accent. He is pleasant, gentlemanly,
likeable, scrupulous in personal dealings, shrewd, thrifty and practical in
business matters wit(sa reputati a moralist and disciplmarian, and is a

(‘s)(ua Rer tﬁpﬂ—'iflk}

S APP is reported to have made improper advances toward young girls uhose company

. “he has constanﬂ; sought. :He is a devout Catholic of Mid-western background

- “and is said"to be uncompromising in his tenets, high ideals and ethical principles.
He 18 a dil'igent student of English literature, innately brilliant and

dilettente in other fields, He is alleged to suffer from political paranoia, a
fixation or fanaticism with regard to international affairs. His feverently

held ideas arise from a strong pro-German bias, colored by his background of

religion and unrestrained by any profound knowledge of history. ( s/ -/W@ 'y ﬁ o

-l =

244



SA-105—76
‘Ee is argunentative and cont.roversial ‘in nature, st.ubborn in his views and
- persuasive in classes at Scranton University and in discussions with faculty
members he is reported to have been strongly non-interventionist, to have been
extremely critical of United States foreign policy, although originally a
staunch "new dealer" going so far as to state that the United Stetes had pro-
voked Japan into attacking, APP is alleged to have been inconsistent in his
professed pacifism in that he justified all acts of Axis aggression, castigating
the Nazi regime only on the score of the suppression of Catholic cleriecs in
Germany., He was reprimanded by authorities at Scranton University and was
reported to have been less vociferous after Pearl Harbor but no acquaintance
believed that his views had changed or that he would cease to expound them, 6 )@' )
“l
According to Confidential InfomantPFP is reported to have considered ran.:zlﬁgw'”
a conscientious objection, but later” to have become resigned to serving in the
/' Army, to have been unhappy during his service and to have offered a party _
\ $500,00 to get him a defense job in order that he could be discharged. While 2
a soldier APP submitted a letter to the editor of a Washington newspaper advo-
cating a negotiated peace. He is reported to be sincere and candid in his
—lj 2.\ views and to believe himself a loyal and patriotic American speaking for the
country's best interest. Intimates allege that APPS fundamental loyalty is to
bq C the United States; that it would not be his nature to be furtive or underhanded,
It was noted by this informant that subject had expressed his opinions generally

only among persons of his own intellectual level, U ) facdass ifed per fuomy e
-5

that APP was very peculiar; tha.t he d1d not drink or smoke, and
one cent on recreation, He t like to be called "GUS" so assumed the name

of AUSTIN while U( “ ) decdosiffared pordomy LK, PR

advised that had plenty of young girls on the string and
oposed to four ofm He considered APP as morally all right,
but stated that he ha a had lead several girls to believe he
was going to marry them, and then left them flat. . He stated that while.APP.
was in the Army he was very unhappy as he thought that he was too good for the.

: Amy During this period he ta.]ked only of a way to' get out of the Amy. JM@ 4.
» ’ -5y

i dential Informan o intervie daught of
peculiar , not

especl she stated that APP had made
improper advances to r and to every girl he went out with, many of whom he _

prOPOS(d to although elieved that he did not intend to marry any of / ,,n

them. j_} mu) pl-('aqn\-) Lt 4L ori-5¥
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- She stated that about christmas, 1942, APP trled to dissuade her husband from

applying for a commission in the Navy, insisting that anyone was silly to volunteer
who would not otherwise be drafie 25 ed_to be too 1ntelligent to be

"toting a gun" and offered
Jjob in his contracting busiTie
quently joined the Seabees,

—A-€P
Confidential Informan Catholic
University, Washingtony U. C. in June, e was

acquainted with APP since 1925 when APP came ic University as a graduate
student, staying until 1935 as an instructor in £nglish, He stated that APP

was a hard working and conscientious student. He achieved excellent grades
through intensive study rather than innate brilliance, His services as an
instructor were satisfactory both at Catholic University and at Loras College

in Iowa, where he taught during summer sessions but APP was let go because it

was felt that he did not show promise of maturing into an A-1 educsztor,. #]J ( y uy

tated that APP was the butt of many a joke among the faculty and the
studen ody because he was such a complete moralist; he was over strict in

ary matters and inveighed against the evils of smoking and drinking.
tated that during the Fall of 1942 when APP was stationed at Ft. Belvoir,
he wrote a letter to the editor of a Washington newspaper which was
published over his name with his Army serial number and station, advocating
recognition of equality of war guilt. stated that APP f ancies himself

an authority on international affairs ackground is such that his views
result from almost total ignorance of modern histogy. (3;*“&(“#

!stated that APP in recent years had become quite anti-British; was a
anatiC about the inequities of the Versailles Treaty and held that there is
some justification for German agpression. He stated that APP is by no means
a crank, but he is an extremist and an idealist; that he apparently hit upon
what he believes to be the truth and is sincere and indiscreet enough to feel
it his duty to speak his mind. 6_{/}(!}[

‘students an atrocious Genman accent. “In all other fields but' Ehglish
literature, tated that APP is a dilettante and in recent years has = . -
displayed a interest in international affairs, He stated that he had
been astonished at the tenor of some of the articles APP had had published

in the Scranton Mews. He mentioned APP'S letter to the Washington Post,
advocating a negotiated peace which he termed the height of 1ndlscretlon for

a soldier. He stated that he believed that APP is convinced that England and
the United States are not free of war guilt, a foolish idea which he would not
entertain if he had a more thorough knowledge of history. He stated that APP
is a devout Catholic; is very narrow in his Catholicity which prevents him from

being a top notii scolar, Efp(gyc&/
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He stated that APP wrote G asbinle entit ed, . ThS 3t ;Cmsfrm 'NOVELIST"
published in"the Jyly, 1939 issue of twj_fic t;-a Cathori¢ magazine which -
is in praise of TH » an arch ehemy of the Nazi regime. gtated that
APP was non-interventionist along the lines of WHEELER and LIND

; and that he
has not changed his mind since Pearl Harboe. He t}m is a great patriot,

acting in the best interest of the United States. redicted that APP
would continue to be adverse to war and to express to all who would

listen because he is naturally imprudent and indiscreet. 4) Pers M“‘fw‘u
y imp G hef) P s,
urther advised that he had interviewe

4 2 Gorny Fh—
plied Physics Laboratory, 8621 -

ver opring, Maryland, had known APP for sbout ssmates
at Catholic University, low faculty members the o
informed that APP'S father is a retired farmer; that the family wa
and that APP worked his way through school. APP!'S younger brother,

s in the United States Ammy. APP traveled i! Germany and Czechoslovakia

Informant
John Hopkins

and has visited England three times, stated that APP considersd
the name "GUS" shortened form of the name AUG gnified for a professor,
so he adopted the name AUSTIN. He stated that he had often argued with APP
about international affairs on which APP considers himself authority, despite
the fact that his background lends no weight to that 1dea(}n d W w/

q_]a;serted that APP is a pacifist and 2 non—interventionlst. He was

orig a staunch "new dealer" on the domestic issues and only recently
differed with the present administration. He dalls himself a iWisconsin
Progressive and sometimes a Christian Socialist, but resents being termed a
Socialist. He has always been critical of the present administration's foreign

policy, claiming that it was war bent. (5 /(X//u )

APP claimed to have had an article in type at the time of
Pear prophesying that the United States would goad Japan into attacking
us, stated that APP sincerely believes he is a great patriot and that in
talking and writing his type of political stuff he has the interest of the
country at heart, He is positive that he is right and always holds his con-
victions wit.h a rellgious fervor. ‘SJ(XI{‘I/

.' ' Go nf:. e United Stétes Navy,

wWas & 1ellow faculty member

% asserted that ethical principles are -
everything to APP, and that somet{meB APP C2 ,t'. see underlying major issues -
because of quibbling over superficial facts, He stated that he had argued {(; 8( J
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u:lth him on pract.ically every: subject ‘and had disagreed with him on most. He
stated that APP'S mentality is the type which goes in circles around the topic,
He is argumentative and immature, He stated that he believed APP!'S attitude
toward the war is derived from his fundamental Christian thesis that war is
wrong and from an argumentative predisposition to take the side of the under
dog. He stated that APP may unconsciously be inclined to make excuses for
Germany because of his background, but he did not believe APP consciously pro-
German. According to APP, the war was not entirely Germany's fault and it was
no business of the United States. He followed the LINDBERG - WHEELER - NYE
school of thought and was considered by s being a typical midwestern
Isolﬁ jonist., He stated that APP igbru and truthful in everything;
that/Is the most indiscreet person that ew, and that he would always
say exactly what he thought, and insis constitutional right of free

speech.(jy(ﬁ)(u} Per 153, 4R fer Gy my 1Ty 2188

He stated that APP is intellectually honest and courageous, but that he simply
13 does not know history; urther he is stubborn and there is very little chance

of changing his mind, ‘5/)( )
bc

Confidential ® interviewed in 191;3%
Washington, U. C, who was ac
67D stated that APP was the object of

many jibes at Scranton because ious financial interests and because
he had his hand out for every dollar and yet was Socialistic in many ways,
staunchl, mszstmg that no man should be allowed to eatn over $5,000.00 a

years Y/ v(qJ

Anéther point on which APP was subject to r.idicpla among his colleagues was his
_ habit of dating young girls. It was not infrequent for him to be the rival of
one of his students for the attentions of some young girl. (S/ _j «/( k)

At faculty meetings or at other gatherings, according to APP was
contraversial and loved to spout his ideas even on subjects not in his line,
His attitude toward the war and international affairs was well known and

differed with that of most of his colleagues. He was strongly against war and

4« our participation in the war and his attitude did not change after Pearl Harbor. -
Sk B ,Hia major fault was in not t.omng down his. ‘balk when his- 155.., was losta. ﬁ JW(E s)

shington » De Co
Scranton, and while
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APP ;]ustifiad thc :lntervention of the Axis Powers in Spain His attitude
etely colored by partiality for the Axis Powers, which, according to
elief, stemmed from his German ancestory. He pnmor‘bed to be a
and msist.ed that we should not become involved in war or even in
1940 to increase our ammaments because if attacked we could train a huge army
over night and in the meantime the money would be better spent on education,
insisted that the cultured nation would always beat the uncultured nation. J 4)
o 3‘(1
APP stated that he believed all force was wrong and that if Hewere dsss®ffla D-i-R?
he would not resist. He insisted that it was better for a nation to live under
the domination of an aggressor than to spend itself in armed resistance., Deppite
his professed hatred of force he always justified the aggression of the Axis;
Jtaly was right in the conquest of Ethiopia; Czechoslovakia hzd not allowed
the German minofity to rule and thus invited and deserved invasion; POLAND
! was guilty of provocative atrocities, and even Belgium, according to APP, was

Wrong. / W(IV o

*st&ted that APP was completely ignorant of modern European history, and
7C, reiused to learn or recognize facts in variance with his conclusions. No amount

of logic could change his position on a particular issue and he was often

b7D inconsistent, He admitted that the Hitler regime was in the wrong in mis-
treating Catholic Clerics and surpressing religion in Germany; yet on the day
that news came that German aircraft had bombed a famous Spanish shrine on a
festive day and had slaughtered many devout Catholic Bosque Loyalists, APP
countered BOSQUES were hypocrites. (5/J(8/ (u ( y, ,

stated that he noticed iﬁt students in his history clesses frequently

Quo APP'S views and he, id his best to combat these viewe. After
- Pearl Harbor APP was less although he professed to believe that the
United States had no interest in the Pacific and had given Japan no alternative

but to attack us. (5 1))y y;

Confidential Informan advised that APP has had articles published in
the Catholic World and the Commonweal on subjects such as Catholic Udiversity
Teachers and Credit Unions, and literary. topics which upon perusal reflect .
" no subversive attitude, He also adeised that an examination of Lusk's District
- of Columbia Assessment Directory Service ‘reflected .that APP .in 1943 owned three
. parcels of property in Wgshington, D." C.. assessed at $6 125.00 $3,761+.00 and

$3,998.00 respectivelys G U (MV

No criminal record nor record in the subversive files of the Metropolitan
Police Department, Washington, D. C. was found upon examination in June, 1943.
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COnfidmtial Infomnt
Univeraity’ of Scranton, and ‘obtained t
to that set forth above as coming from

50 ()
3eﬂ“
APP while at Scranton University, was a member of the foﬁowmg organizations:

Council of English Teachers; Modern Language Association; Catholic Poetry
Society; Debating Association of Pennsylvania Colleges and Catholic Library

Association.(“ (K,) (“J

He also stated that APP has several publications to his credit including
se of Analogy in Deba.te"e"ﬁellgious News in Chaucer's-iRgets aren't Sissies,n
NTHOMAS MANN, Christian Novelistyjﬂmo Iie or Not to Lie", and™kgome Broadway

Plays and their Ideas". (,y(p/uj o

He is a frequent contributor to small Catholic magazines. mso )
mentioned that in a review of STEINBECK!S "The Moon Is Down atholic
Best Sellers, a mimeographed sheet prepared at the University of Scranton,
that APP took the Norwegjans to task for not submitting to the German rule.

It is noted that the book dealt with the German occupation of Norway, (G/j
Confidential Infonnan

ev:.ewed subject's Selectlve Service file at Local

his parents who are old and no longer working.

ed that he
Informan terviewe
Universit Seranton in Decem
organizational connections of subject He was a Moderator of the Teachers of
English Council in Lackawanne County, Pennsylvania, President of the Chesterton
Poetry Society which meets at the University of Scranton, member of the Chamber
of Commerce, Director of-the Debating.Club.at the University of Scranton. Dre
dvised that APP believed in. German snperlorit.y and’ phced each nation
on g acial 1adder: .Germany.at-the top: and America on: ‘the’ Yery.-top. England

t the

howevar, was at the bottom of the ladder and Latins are down near thé bottom -
.%y-along. wi\lz’ j Poles. He considered the Latins immoral and the Poles un-

cultured

200,
According to APP considered culture to be the measuring stick of
2 nation. His theory is that culture predominates over force. Consequently

he was opposed to war and is naturally a pacifist, 6{ J (%/( /

M - 10 = ’ )(
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He expressed his theory that one hundred men with Shakespeare in their hands
could defeat 1,000 men with machine guns. He otherwise expressed the same
idea by stating that a nation's culture can be determined by the number of
bath tubs in the country. He deplored the wasteful spending of money on war,

argued against spending mo battleships when the money could be used in
building universities. serted that APP was formerly a great admirer
of President RGOSEVELT, 1s admiration dimmed because of the President's
foreign policye. APP contended President ROOSEVELT had precipitated a .

calamity on the country by leading it into war,. (-3 4" ﬂ‘%“b
EVONY L s o4

deised that APP was a2 frequent contributor to the letters to the

or column of the Scranton, Pennsylvania newspaper and wrote articles con-

cerning various issues of the daye. ﬁ ”(F

Confidential Informant
2\ the Univer
sylvania,

bre i epigy

b7D According tom APP submitted a review of STEINBECK'S "“The Moon is Down!
which deals e Nazi invasion of Norway from which the following is
‘ quoted: "The author's purpose, however, quite clearly is to incite civilians
in occupied countries to dynamite, stab and even poison. Of course he means to
apply it only, one presumes, to the civilians in Axis occupied countries., But
what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. If it is the duty of
French women to poison non-offending German Sentinels in France, then it will
"also be the duty of German women to poison American Sentinels if once again they
should be stationed in the Rhineland as in 1919, and then we should brand such
civilian tactics in German patrotism by Berman beastliness". /S -//(p @/

m&so stated that APP wrote in regard to PIERRE VAN PAASEN'S '"Time
... Is Now" as follows: "The book is an illogical attempt, based on the assumption
'-“that our 'own national independence -and freedom depend -on England to scare the

.’ american people ‘into a long and certain war in the future, The book ‘has no:
-"'value, but 1t will a.lso probably do 1ittle hl@n'm'l pd

a former teacher at
e Guild Studios, Scranton, Penn-
and subject started the magazine "Best
ton. All contributed reviews to this publi-

" Confidential Infomant*léo intérvi"
Scranton, Pennsylvania, 'S landlady at t
om her daughter-in-law,
ichigan, dated Decembe =
A portion of this letter fo
askmg#hat in the event that a teach:mg

ufficient for his scharge (he is 38) that he get

ition should not b
something at.‘has replied that he could", ﬁgy (y (y

received a 1
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ennsylvania, s a former student a e University" '
cranton, and he and- AP 0 have physical examinations prepar
induction into the Army on the same day. On the way, according to”?
commenced a tirade against the English. He averred that England h s into
the war and that we shouldh't be in the war. He contended that we had better
withdraw from the war and that if enough pressure is brought on Congress and

the President of the United States they will withdraw from the wer,/(s//( ANy

JCATEX T
APP, according M said thet when he gets in :;hgdgﬁn'y%e w1

soldier and he wi ell them plenty", APP!S argument, according t
was that this war was no concern of ours and that we ought to withdra
let England continue, He mainteained that Germany is not against the United
States, but is against England and the Jews, and stated that the English and
the Jews got us into this war against the will of the people. ((@(y/“/ ;

!701 Confidential infomantginterviewedmof the Cath
ﬁy, Midwestern ension Course a ras College, Uubuque, Iowa,
ifle
in

.?§ >

write ad a

eported that subject had won a sharpshooter's medal with the r
e Army and was an instructor in rifle and was very proud of these accomplish-

670 ments as he had never shot a gun before he entered the Army. [fy ( q %
al® inter-

| i
ewe Loras College. a that “APP
was an 1 i0N18 ifist, but that e attack on Pearl
ed that the war was justified on the part of the United sStates,
mw@d that APP habitually over-argued his points against the
s, but he never heard him make any real attack against the United States
government or its foreign policye. ?X/) (i Xj q)

Confidential Infomant'ntervieued ras Colle
, w that APP had several ill balanced views. s according to*
0

made flattering remarks about the Germans of the type that
got what she deserved from the Germans, K;U(W/u y,

... : Confidential Informan ubmitted the information that APP, while in Columbus,

.} - - Ohib, might -have been a member of the Maennerchor Club, but that he could not -

“ |- -+ ‘have been very active in the group. 'This organizstion is'a German social . = -
“}: " ‘orgsnization some of whose members were .considered io possibly have subversive -

| "+ ‘gendencies but the organization was not generally considered a subversive group.

Confidential Infomantq&rised that while in Columbus subject resided at
75 East Woodruff Avenue, afid 3860 Travue Road., While there he purchased a house

valued at approximately $10,000.00 and assumed a $4,,000.00 mortgage on another
house.
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Freedom of Information
and
Privacy Acts

Subject: _Austin J. App

File Number:_100-210108

Federal Bureau of Investigation



STANDARD FORM No. 64 @ . :-,‘-k - '
v Oﬁice Mem .,,,pdz;m e UNITED b.... GOVERNMENT N

,./ 3i°° s
# TO : Director, Federal Burean of Investigation DATE: Jamuary 17, ’1947 2.,
FROM : Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General TLC: VCW: la €.
SUBJECT:  Aubtin Joseph App 146-7-76-150
Tl :
Reference is made ‘to your memorandum dated December 30, 1946

et Dt

concerning the above named subject.

The Criminal Division does not desire that mvest:n.gatlon of "App ’s
activities be made at this time with the view to his prosecution for.-
a violation of the sedition statutes,. SRS
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Defemled at Hate-Group Rﬂl

By IRVING LIEBERMAN and HENEY MOSCOW

When the German-
considerable extent, by -th
The Voters Alliance is s

1| but its speakers, its friends, and

it propaganda get around.
Take a recent meetlng of th
ederation of American Citize:
'..uua"b'-’“ Il:'lll

T |' waben Hall

{ 47§ chkerbpcker Av., Broolg{n.
| The speakers includ -
Almann, president of the Voters

D ey e —

e e -

Alliance/ and . close associate of |,
EugenefBrand, distributor of and
contridbtor to the anti-Jewish,
anti-Catholic weekly The Broom.
Brand himself is.a guiding 'spirit
in the Voters Alliance.

At the Schwaben Hall meeting,
attended by perhaps 60

Persons, |;
one speaker defended the Naz|.
massacre of Ametican troops at|:
the Battle 6f the Bulge. The|
Hague Convention, the” speaker|
contended, said it was O.K. to!
kill prisoner if they could not]
be provided for. He had documen-|!
tary proof—right in his briefcase, ||

he said—of approval for that

procedure from Gen. Mars ng
The speaker w,

an official of the

branch of the Steuben Socxety, ’
#| and a contributor to The Broom. |
(When App and his friends gave|
a dinner for Sen. Langer (R-ND.) |-
in Philadelphia March 26, Titt-|!
mann drummed up busmess for|

i§ here.)

App is the author of, among|’

other things, a’ pamphlet called
“Havishing the Women of Con-
quéred Europe.”

A choice qyote from that work:

“In Stuttgart, troops under|:

Eisenhower's command; with
whom his commumcatxons were
not severed, raped more women

in one week in on city than|

troops under' Hitler’'s command
seem to have raped in four years
in all of France... The bewil

ing fact is emerging that the'é

German troops ‘of occupation,
7,000,000 of whom, acco to
AP Nurem Dispatch of

Feb 28, 1946, Justice Robert H
Jackson, -chief U.S. prosecutor,
wants outlawed and presumahly

executed as war criminals,

the most decent large—guantity
troops of World War IL

In a Jetter-to The Bmmn, App
suggested- that Gen.
be hanged.

“App, a native of hmwauk:eeg

‘Eisenhower |:

ho formerly taught English at
he Incarnate Word College in
San .Antonio, Tex., now lectures
|at La Salle College, Philadelphia.
His Brooklyn speech was de-
voted, aside from his justiﬁcation
of the massacre of prisoners in
the Bulge, to a plea for admit-
tance to this country of Germans
expelled from Hungary, Czecho
slovakia, Yugoslavia and East
Prussia, He objected also to the
dismantling of German factories.

rican Bund went out of busmess, its place Was taken, to
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Walter Gieseking and Wilhel
Fnrtwaengler, he commen

Mr. Tolson..__...

Mr. Nichols.______2
~ I Mr. Boszo . ____,___]
S Mr Eoan
-" | Mr. Guroen

ur.iurbo..._..._ =
ylr;robr Smmeiindi
» Mr, Pennington

Mr. Q. ion Tamm

that “those people—you kno
what I mean"—we
and urged that ‘thxsshonldnever
happen again.”
from the audience,

If it did happen again, "w
will raise an army—and p
those people into the, gutte
where many of them belong

More wﬂd applause, T

Reterrmg to the barring of (Last of ﬁve a.rueles)
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REFZRENCE:

DETAILS:

Philadelphia, Pennsvlvam.a..

austIN JQupp resides at 444 Zast Tulpehocken
Street, Philadelphia and is employed at LaSalle
College as a Professor of English. The Pro-
fessor has recently returned from a three-month

tour of Germany, Austria and Ttaly. aFP role
an article entitled "A Fair Deal for Cermany™

which appeared in the April 1, 1949 edition of
"Common Sense™ znd in the November, 1949 issue
of "The 1lalist"; authored an article entitled
"Food, Clothes znd Homes in Germany, 1949".

In October, 1949 arf spoke at the Kelping Haus
of Philadelphia, his topic being "The Expellce
Problen as a Challenge to Catholicism!, o
ALL T““'"F&TI?N COMCAILJD
JEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED |,
::S‘LJ-‘ _I.ZQ-.Q D\r

Burcau letter to New York dated November 15, 1949,

~ RUC -

Informants listed in this report are of known reliability
unlcss otherwsise speeified.

AUSTIN J. 4PF rssides at 444 2

Zast Talpnhocken Stroet
(T-1, 12-16-49)

The 1949 rhiladelphia Real Estate Directory indicates

" that APP is the owner of the residence at 444 Tulpehocken Street and that he

! resides on the premises. :
for {12000 and has an assessed value of $7,800.

The residence was purchased on sugust 12, 1948
Suppluments of thc Philadelphia

Real Estate Directory, including the supplement of Novemober, 1949, show no change
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P 105-438

of ownership for this residence.

The November, 1949 issue of "The lialist!, a mimeographed
publication published by Catholic laymen in Heridsn, Connecticut lists Dr{
AUSTIN J. 4PP as a frofessor of znglish at La3alle Cellege, fhilacelphia, ra,

On Page 1, paragraph 2 of the November issue of this publica-
tion there appears an article catitled "Food, Clothes and Homes in Germany,
1949"., This article indicates that APP has just returned from a three-month
tour of Germany, austriz and Ttaly. )

In the 4-1-49 special cdition of the newspaper "Common Sense' which
is listed as 'the nation's anti—Communist newspaper® and is editced in Union,
New Jorscy, there appearzd an article on page 1, column 3 entitled "4 Fair
Deal for Germany", the wuthor of which was AUSTIN J. arks This article gets
out a three-point plan through which the wuthor beclicves Gormany will obtain
a fair deal. First the suthor indicatcs that the Unitoed States demand full
integrity of German boundiries as scb out in the Atlantic Churicr. Second,
APr belicves that it is this ccuntry's cduty to minimize "the awful calamity
of the fiftcen million £25t and Sudeten und Balikan Germans c¢xpelled from their
nomes and totally robbed, again with thc complicity of our new deal lMarxist
controlled govornment.™ The third point taken by the avthor is thot dismantling
of industry in Germany should immediatcely be discontinued, In this respect
AP stated that YIn October, 1947 alnost three yoars after the war, our
government while telling the American people to send five billion ¢ y:ar %o
Europe to revive production, collaboratec with the Jritisn anc Frenen in listing
918 German plants for déstruction, only 338 of which were listeé as var plants.
Since then many have becn destroyed”.

In tne issue of "The lalist! previously listed, in the
article appearing on page 1, paragraph 2 .cr set out in great detail statistics
regarding food, clothing and homes in Germany as tnoy ippeared curing his visit
during 1949+ In summary of this article .rr stated that the dominant impression
that he received .ftcr spending three months in the vanguish countries wis that
in spite of the devastation 2nd casusltics of the war and the injustices,
expulsions, dismantling, war prisoncr slave labor of tii2 post—war years,
that Germany, austria and Italy were coming to lifv again, painfully but surely.
He said that in .estcrn Gerpany the victors, wnile still a2 long way fron the
atlantic Charter, are slowly shaicing off their Mlorgenthauism! ~nd th.t in
proportion hope¢ ané reconstruction are '"pushing out their tender shoots'e

In the same edition of "The Malist" on page 7 there appears an
atticle entitled "The Expellee Froblem as a Challenge to Catholicism." This
article is a summarization of a talk made by AUSTIN J. AIF at the Helping Haus
in Fhiladelphia on October 5, 1949. According to the article, ATP advised the
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group the staggering wrong to the twelve million surviving expellees can only be
righted when countries behind the iron curtain grant them the right of seli
cetermination and restore their homes and homelancd to theme The :rticle indi-
cated that 4rP beliceved that this could not come about until world Catholicism
has pcrsuaded Catholics of these countrics to be wiiling to iazke zood this
enormous wrong in which they hove, unfortun:tely, abetted the Belsheviks.

The article advised that Dre aPP roguested Catholies in amcrica to rush rolict
to the expcllces of Germany. i

. an informant acvised thao
—n‘.‘ the Matiamalist Action League whoSC T ArLCrs arc
phia, in January, 1949 discussed ths c;stlnctluns betweon Nationalige
provincialism with rrofesscr ary and that during this same nontl
invited aPr to attend a snall gathcring during the czrly part o T
1949 to further discuss a Naticnalist rrogram from s phile iciwpointe
The informant did not know if .irFr attended this mewtings

ne Lavtuer accoralng to thc infurm:nt
. Nationalist ..ction Icague, macde

e art’ at his residencc to discuss tnc pub11Cﬂt10n
st literaturc in pocket sdition forme The i nt stated

s unable to attend this discussion but tnan ant rro-—
meet in regard to this motter on Decegbe

closely associ:
arrangencnts to mect wi
of so

Tha Nationalist action Leaguc is listed 25 a subversive
organization coming within the pwvicw of =xecutive Orcer 9835, .
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' ) ‘U.S. Departmentjof Justice

SE%ET

Federal Bureau of Investigation

In Reply, Please Refer to Philadelphia r Pennsylvania
File No. October 3, 1984
Cemnr —rath s
AUSTIN JOSEP P, aka £ o
August JosepHVApp, ! ?

Austin _J. App, 4

AustldSh : » o

This communication is classified "Secret" in its
entirety.

AUSTIN JOSEPH APP is a United States citizen of German
extraction. In 1975, he received the "European Peace Prize of
the German National Newspaper (DNZ)." An article he wrote en-
titled, "A Fair Deal for Germany," appeared in the April 1, 1949
edition of "COMMON SENSE," and in the November, 1949 issue of
"THE MALIST." He authored an article entitled, "Food, Clothes
and Homes in Germany, 1949" after returning from a three-month

2 tour of German Austria and Italy. APP spoke at the KELPING
HAUS OF PHILADELPHIA in Octobe¥,; 1949, his topic being, "The
Expeller Problem as a Challenge to Catholicism."
4§ﬁvestigation conducted in 1945 disclosed that APP
was described by fellow professors as an extreme idealist,
pacificist and altruist. He was described as pro-German, but
not pro-Nazi. Prior to World War II, he was described as a
non-interventionist and extremely critical of United States

foreign policy. (5 |)&&) w/ M;;,f,‘cd fert Grm, [ectren >—41-EF

No further information has been developed concerning
APP since 1949. His last known residence is Takoma Park,
Maryland and he is lastly known to have been a Professor at
LA SALLE COLLEGE, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

SECRET
DECLASSIFIED hfSPl tyc,gum #Ef‘ P 5 ,
A vy G N v SPL AG
DECLASS ON OADR %

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to
your agency. It and its contents are not to be distributed
outside your agency.
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AUSTIN JOSEPH APP f’i?Tﬂf;Mh

Name AUSTIN JOSEPH APP, aka
August Joseph App,
Austin J. App,
Austin App

Address
June 19, 1942 LAROS COLLEGE, Dubugque, Iowa
September 2, 1942 UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON

March 29, 1943 75 East Woodruff Avenue
Columbus, Ohio

May 1, 1944 476 West 7th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio

September 1, 1944 146 Davis Court
San Antonio, Texas
L

1949 to 1962 444 East Tulpehocken Street

Philadelphia, PA
e )
1965 5353 Magnolia Street

Philadelphia, PA

Last known address

March, 1975 Takoma Park, Maryland
1 R, .. . .. 3
sex i Male.
Amggzz‘and place
of birth May 24, 1902, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Height 5'10"
Weight 170 pounds
Eyes Grey
Hair Brown
Complexion Light
SEdﬂéT
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AUSTIN JOSEPH APP

Social. Security
Agggupt Number

Marital Status
Criminal Record

Military Service

Employment

1925 to 1935

1935 to 1942

199-09-7789

T AT S M e g,

Single
None

U.S. Army from September 11, 1942
to March 12, 1943 - received honor-
able discharge as Private at Camp
Claiborne, ILouisiana

Professor of English
at Catholic university

Head of English Department
SCRANTON UNIVERSITY
Scranton, PA

Traveled in Europe, Canada and_Mexico and taught at LAROS
COLLEGE, Dubuque, Iowa during summers.

September 11, 1942 to March 12, 1943 - U.S. Army. Received
honorable ‘discharge as Private at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana.

Army serial number. 33353746.

Subsequent to discharge, employed by JAEGERS MANUFACTURING
COMPANY, 550 West Spring, Columbus, Ohio - manufacturers of

farm machinery.

1944

1949

Professor of English in
INCARNATE WORD COLLEGE,
San Antonio, Texas

Professor of English
LA SALLE COLLEGE
Philadelphia, PA

A recent check of the COMMONWEALTH LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE
NETWORK (CLEAN) was negative relative to motor vehicles or

registration.
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