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appropriate exempting subsections have been cited opposite the deletions. Where pages have been withheld 
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D contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be advised by the 
FBI as to the releasability of this information following our consultation with the other 
agency(ies). 
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105-76 THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT $AN ANTONIO, TEXAS SA, FILE NO: 

" 
SAN ANTONIO ·TEXAS 

Tnt.E 

t 
AUSTIN J • APP 

CHARACTER OF CASE 

INTERNAL SECURITY - G 

Subject, ail English professor at a girls' college in San 
Antonio, Texas, reported to be pro-German and is believed to 
be of Germen descent. Subject is outspoken age.inst Allies' 
unconditional surrender demand against the Germans. Su.feet 
made a trip to Mexico in September, 191¥.i,. Leads set forth. 

DETA.IlSz 

• COPIES OFTMis ~RT _,. 
.'· / 0:t?-;/•l.··. fl~ d ., - , -~•k · . .... . " ,., =, _. 

: - Bureau ·· ,l --ro/,;,,_ 
- Cincinnat i~ 4,- 1 

2 - Philadelphia . . ¾ 
2 - san Antonio 

;,,U,, INFO~..:'r1..P.TION CON'l'Ail® ·:._7.·:,;~ 
. "" ;,t j . =r1pr_s,;..~cu_:~r~~ '~ 

informati~~Ji-... j•·· 

en Antonio, Texas. 
ed t the Su -

OORl>l~U 

/ J 

,.i . ·, 



; . .. 

made o. trip to J,!ci~terrey, Mexico, ~oini~, . and rei.urned to this oit;y· 

co city and other places in yexico prior to this trip. tated that 
eptember 17th. Be stated that subject had talked to-ma going to 

SUbjeot ha.d told him that he was not in ·re,vor of HITLER, it was due 
to the last peace of the last world w~~tte Germans which caused this war. 

1 7 r Be stated that the G,erm.an people did not want war and were pod ti vely against t) L.,. unconditional surrender demanas of the Allies. subject then stated that there 
would ~e no HITLER if the peace terms, as a result of the last world war, had 
been just. He stated that Subject had also made the statements that someday 
:there will be stfe · in the United States named after HITLER. 

s interviewed, and she furnished substantially the same - -

On November 1, 1944, there appeared an ed.i tori al in the san A,ntonio EXpress news-
paper, the daily newspaper printed in san An-t;onio, which editorial was principally 
a discussion of the starvation and ill heal th in France as a e b ? 

b /' ... ocupe.tion and mismanagement. CiJ. liovember 4, 1944. C..... 1L- f the San Antonio Express newsp~per,t'urnished thi i e 
o g etter from subject, which' had been written by Subject to the newspaper: 

"I read with interest your editorial analysis of the under-nourishment 
.tp:J.d ill health in France. 

Your principal conclusion is that such starvation and ill health is the natural 
consequence of German occupation and mis-management. 

Upon some thought I believe th.e.t other causee oen be added to your analysis, 
which I humbly add. 

Another cause of the starvation and ill health of France is the Allied 
,.,. , ., .. • . . ,. plo~kede o:f.: .~rope. J\hene~r . EP,!.~p_e is subj~cted to a _food ~lookade all 

~:~- :- -~ ,• .,.- ~Eu.¼'~pe -:s(?.~'ti~·99Jc·~~-~ ~f~··,~ ,~ ~-a~·Q~~~e~.o~ . f~qd~ · is_··w.hY., the·.... , .. - . ·._,._ 
• , / . ··: \~

1 
• :· : :.::t,,i~~e.d~· .. 1~ .~4~r~•: •:,; · .... ~ .!,~.!-'!t,!~ .. ,._~~-~ ~--~~e¼:ve.s ~-~t:t~ : di~d · ~. • ~: ·.:-· > ·, ... .,. f. •::t .,•of starvatipn ... :With _ lie~liea ~l~ade in ·-~eot ·,against.l'~t». even •, . :~ 

.,jp • I • o \ • • 'l' •• '°' • ,_ "'+' ,. ... _... } • ,• •• • ,_I .... ,1,. .• .... , " 0 • + < "' 0 _ ·,,-. · :.:::) . : if ·every Gennan•~re 'HC'?QY~ 'or·.~··a ;Iiemne.n,· t~r• 1"9Uld ·be . a sbor"tage· of. food. .. . ,, . . .. . . . ':. . 

Another cause is the Allied bombing of France. You . probably read the 
bitter protest of the French bishops to beg the Allies to stop bombing 
France. If Allied bombing was as successful as we were led to believe 
then it must have created endless disruption in food and medical distri-
bution in prance. 
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Another cause is the vast French underground encouraged and of~en 
supplied by the Allies for the purpose of disrupting transportation, and 
food production and distribution. How di erupting such underground ele• 
men ts are is being noted now that they are be~inning to interfere with 
the present occupiers of France. · 

Interesting facts that could be added to your analysis are that many more 
millions have died of starvation in Allied occupied territory thaa in 
Axis occupied territory. British and American occupied India has just 
gone through the most ghastly starvation in history, but that was due 
not to any British (or ,AJnerican) savagery but to the dreadful consequences 
of war. Millions have died of starvation in Free China, occupied by Chiang 
Kaishek (and apparently some of our troops), but their death .by starva-
tion is not due to Kaishek's "savagery•, but to the consequences of war, 
suoh wars as our Ally Russia started against Finland and OW" opponent 
Germany started against poland, and our one-time ally of 1917, Japan, 
started against China. 

Since newspapers .pride themselves on being fair and just and on seeing all 
the causes, come hell or highwater, I thought you might not mind my ex• 
tending your analysis of the causes of French starvation. I think it 
fs noble of you to concern yourself Ydth the starving md suffering people 
all over the world. 

Sincerely yours, 

/ s/ AUS Tm J. APP 

Austin J. App, Ph.D." 

The following descrip~ion of Subject we.s o~tained from observation: 
~. • r •• . ~- ·• . .. . '- . ... . • ,, , . , •. ' ·· ., .• , ;,•.,._: ~~· •. : ~· .:. · . ._,,.· : ,:· ., . . Ni ... i . . '• ; ,,: :. AUSTIN ·J". APP " Ph._, 'D ·-• .... .. , 
-i-."::,;-;:: :: . .., !-." ···-:_ ~---··.:,~ .. :··.z:: -·: ;·:.- :·.· :. ·:· •. ~~ -:. ·. -_ · ··: :- .·-A ·-,,;.-,r.';~ •·t l •2~ ·~~: · ·_,. 
·, .~_.! •. ., __ -:.:~ - ' ·,:~. ;•, . .... :.: ,. •' •• ·• - . ·, .-. • • • Age, '.~ ·.· ·: .:-·-:-- . . PPr~- .~ ·a .e Y· ~-r :·., ..... .. . . _· .. , . 
• •• : . - ·J •' • ... :i-'""#•; .: ... '!. • ., .. , -.- ·~, ..... .-·.-:•:z·. _':.·"'-•~•·:.,. . . . •tte'i~ht~ ·· .. \·. '~; . ·5•- a•' i . ... I • -.~. \ ... r:;_ •· • 

•• ; . . .... j j: · ·.:---~ .- ; .'!...""'. -,·. · , .. :.-: ..... ... A.:-. . .. .ti b ......... ...... .. . • . ·-.... · · . . ,.. _,,, ··• ·, ·'·~ · ..... :•.i~•.,· .. ··· ., :-: · · · · ·· ·, ·...,. 1 h .... •.,;.) · -· 1eo· · · · · ·· _. .., · · ··.·- -~·:.,. ., .. -··. · 
• • ._.· -: ~ .,~,' \;,,·• •

1 
• . •• ._ • , n8 g ,.., ~:.~ :.· · .... •·.;. :, ... · · .. : . ., : ~( .... .,,, ... • .. It. • 

· ·· ·".' .. •,·~- '· · He.ir · · · Br01dl .: · · · · 
complexion Ruddy 
Build Medium 

PEN DYI N G 
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FOrmNo.1 

.. . 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION-• # 

THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT SAN ANTONIO PHFILE NO. 100-12308 GRJ 

REPORT MADE AT 

PHILADELPHIA., PA. 

TITLE CHANGED: 
.v 

AUSTIN JOSEPH APP 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

. ••-.: 

DATE ie,HEN MADE l'ERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADI! 

2~-45 1-29.,3<>-45 
CHARACTER OF CASE: 

IN!'ERNAL SECURITY - G 

Records of LDB- Scranton., Pa. reflect 
the following: ~orn May 24, 1902 at 
Milwaukee., Wisconsin. Secured A.B. degree 
from St. Francis Seminary., St. Francis, 
Minnesota., in 1924• Received M.A. degree in 
1926 and Ph.D. in 1929 at Catholic University., 
Washington., D. c. Employed as professor at 
Catholic University from 19Z7 to 1935. Pro-, .. . .r fessor of English at University of Scranton, 
Sct~tott, Pa. from September, 1936., to 
S8pteaber, ~9~. Taught_ at s~ eenion 1D 
1942 at taros College., Dubuque., I.o,sa. Indu;ci;ed 
into U. s. Ar'flf3" at Wilkes-Barre., -Pa. oii __ Se. t . 

. :-: 

11., 1942• Honorable discharge March 12, 194 
at Camp Claiborne., La. as over age. Arm:, 
serial No. 33353746. Fellow professors at 
Scranton University state APP is extreme 

, idealist, pacifist, and al.truist. Described 
as pro-German but not pro-Nazi. Is great 
admirer of German and English peoples as they 
are more intelligent and cultural than other 
Europeans. Felt that nations with highest 
type civilization should rule less civilized 
nations. Has ma.de many statenent~, prior to 

1
: : •• entry of u. s. ·~ war-., _·which might be construed 
' . ··•::,;~ .AS·.F~• Credit .record sa.t~s:t'actory. 

: ··· ·· ·.- No. cri#inal: reoord ·at.-.-Scranton Police ·Departm.ent~ .. -~:_; ·· ; ,. . . . . ' . :: .IJ.L TNFOID' .. ~TION .. -CONTAINED . ,-,;:. 
: . , - RUC - HEREIN -IS IDiCLASSIF~:Jlli'- /,'-:_~-. 

A1 - 11 BJ.Ill~~ 
' ··'Repo1;t_ of Special Agen\ ted · b 

-- ·..,_ -
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... a . . . -~- ... -:~ - ;~., _.. ' . 
?t.<\·. :~ -. ' ~-·-/!::':::/, . · ... \( .. , . 

m ·me .,100-12300 -. 
• 1:. f"" .. ·• .... .... I 

.:} .. . , ~:.-.~ .. •.":· . ,- ., . 

,t 

·- .~. 
·' .,; ... 

DETAILS: The title of this report is being changed to reflect the 
full name of the subject as listed in his Selective 
Service file. _ A-· of the file reflects that on October 3., 1942., 

~n£idential Informan whose identity is known to the Bureau., fur-
nished the following· ion: 

APP at that time was head of the English Department 
at the University o! Scranton. He was born in Wisconsin of German parents. 
He secured his A. B. degree at St. Francis Seminary, St. Francis, Minnesota., 
in 1924. He received his M.A. in 1926 and his Ph.D. in 1929 at the 
Catholic University., Washington., D. C. He was employed as a professor at 
Catholic University from 1927 to 1935. He has been employed at the Uni-
versity of Scranton since 1936. He reportedly has taken postgraduate 
courses at Oxford University, OKford., F.ngland. He has visited Me:xico., 
Paaama. and C&nada. He has also served as college professor during summer ••i~ at Laros College., Dubuque., Iowa. This informant states that the 
~jeet bad bee& ~ed before 'the. scllool-u.thorities at Scranton Univer-
sity because of t~e subversive· character of his lectures. On December 8., 
1942, he reportedl7 addressed bis clas-s as f'ollow:u 11.Americ~ is to ee-
blameci for our war with Japan because Japan is like _a dog wh1c4,., ir-1:~ed 
long enough will ·finally turn and bite you. 11 He repo~ -made -s~atements 
that the Germans were a superior race and that America wou1..d do better to 
ally itself with Germany- rather than England. He wrote a pro--Oerman re-
vi91!_ of the book 11The Moon is Down" by JOHN STEINBECK. 

He was reportedly bitter about his induction into the 
United States Army. This informant described the subject as highly 
·intelligent., exceptionally clever~ and an able professor who maybe dangerous 

y _ because or his ~bility to influ~enc~ others • 
i: ..,.. . -( - ' i,. . .. : ; ':. . • :- ; ' "'in a~,· ... -, l,ii" . ' .. noi"ide . .t'orma!l.t no.,e ·iden- .· 
i:.', • . ,...... .;. · ,.,.,,11, ' r "'"~ , . .1.....,, • ·~ .f -T ,.. . • •• . ~ · 

• • • - • ;Ii :L..t'.&. • .:.,..;.-~;...., to· .th· .- ,bl.:.;... t ,. • - ~-,. . , .... , - .A'l:."4 :-' ..., l'N"O,(,. .. 0 -~-
,- •• ""'" •.a.g .-~ e Du.1.:eau -· .&. • •. · ~ :::?tOJl..c,-y e ·· -;, .,;:·.f ., •.r.: ,fJ. ,[( ?:--=--""-Fi-,I~ ~ ~ --.-icn':l .•...i..ai._:.~-.• :-, -,;- ~<f < ~':!~ ., !,,.. ~~:+ . • • ""· rtz.!..a::r1;..._:.,..,,,z ·F-= · ld,' -;,b• .. . ;..~/' f _ .,,,. -1 , ;- ,:r.rn .u ... ,L'G ._ ., .i..lLMI CC'IJ'IDIDD •~l).D :~ «1 y . • 1110 ·- :.. v.u1~.v;a.c .i..e r - .;:;. , 

• . .,t-. :i~ .:;~·~r~~1oi··~ :lit-~.~ ~te#"t~~~ ll6,,•:-~~··· . ~ .-· ~i~ct ~as PN4entli · · · . . .- : 
r: l: re~iding.llt H:llHard.; aiio, at -that~: 'irl:me.· :.4 had is be~ ·se.t: torth for the b?J)'· 

Cincinnati Field Division to review the information furnished by thi: infor-_J 
mant for the benefit of the San Antonio Fi~sion. A copy of this 
coDD11.unication from Confidential Informant...,,.s not available at this 
time in the Philadelphia Field Division. 

AT SCRANTON, PENNSU.VAL'UA 

On January 29., 1945, 
of Local Draft Board No. 6, 336 North Wa - 11e,,: • · , · 1 • n · · • • • • , 
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-': .· $ File -100-~ ... .. - . .. -. 
. . . . : .. :.: : ' " ",. . ·::. ·,. _· -;! ·•. . : :- '· : .: .. 
- • . ioli,owing 1ntc¢ina~ ~ -:trom th ~.Ji~J~rn ce . file a AUSTIN 

APP, · irliile re·s1.ding at ~~:I!'..._ cran'tion,-. registered · 
under the Se~ ,~At<~,;,oi _ e y 16., 1942. He 
was assigne~ illjllf~ · • _ :t that time he was 
employed as a fes · :v; si . i $er · n, 331 Wyoming Ave~ e. 
He listed as the person llb.o •ould always "know his address Mt-. AUGUST H. APP, 
Yenomonce Fal1s., Wisconsin. His questionnaire, which was filed June 1; 
1942, stated that he had attended St. Francis Seminary at St. Francis., 
Minnesota; Catholic University at Washington, D. C.; and two summer sessions 
at the University of Wisconsin., Yadison, Wisconsin. He stated that he could 
translate both German and Spanish. He bad taught as a professor at Catholic 
University in Washington., D. c • ., Scranton University, and planned to teach 
d~g the swmner session of 1942 at Laros College., Dubuque., 101'8.~ 

He was inducted into the United States Arrq on September 
11., 1942; at Wilkes-Barre., Pennsylvania, and was assigned to the New Cumber-
land Reoept;ion Center., New Cumberland., Pennsylvania, on September 25., 1942. 
Re was honorably discharged f'rom · the tJni ted States Army on March 12, 1943 
at Camp Claiborne., LoUi.siana. His rank ~crt the time of di.scharge was private 
and his serial numbe~ was .33353746 • 

.After his discharge, he was employed at the Jaeger 
Machine Company, 550 West Spring, Columbus, Chio. He worked for this COlllf)a.lzy' 
about six mnths when he secured a position teaching English Composition 
at St. llary of the Springs College at Columbus, Ohio. He is presently 
employed as a professor at the Incarnate Word College., San Antonio, Texas. 

He secured permission .from this local board to visit 
_Mexico from September 6 to 20, 1944., 11for pleasure and education trip. 11 

The fol.lowing changes of' address were listed in the 
subject I s file a 

e an apar men 
e Jee or ou our or five years pr or o fall of 1942• She 

described the subject as a very quiet man who was methodical in his habits 
and an excellent tenant. He always appeared to be honest and conscientious 
regarding his work and very liberal in religious matters., as he spoke at 
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. ~cb_ef1 0£ ~ominations 'When r~qaested. He did not mingle :nth the ( 
other 'three tenants of the · apartment huil ding and knew none of the 
neighbors · the vicinity of his apartment• She had never heard him make 

un-Amer can statement or in anyway express pro-Axis sympathies. 
t d that the only neighbor who might know the subject was 

who is employed at Joseph's Square Deal Jewelr,r Stor e on 
cranton, Pennsylvania. 

331 Wyoming Avenue, 
of the University of Scranton, 
ormation: 

The subject was employed as a professor and head of the 
Eng1.ish Department at the University in September, 1936. He had previously 
taught for about seven years at the Catholic University in Washington, D. c. 
He was a conscientious and industrious worker but too idealist ic for pre-
senting practical problems to his classes. 

~tated that many might consider his statements 
pro-German but that~ his opinions were motivated by an altruistic 
temper~nt rather than a sympathy for Germany. On one occasion on December 
8, 1942, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, APP made the statement to his 
class that the United States had so handled the Japanese question that our 
ac-· ovoked Japan to attack u.s.- On this occasion APP was reprimanded 
by: d other members of the faculty and cautioned to use more dis-
er his remarks. 

_ ~~:vised that prior to the entry of the United 
States into the .~had many heated discussions with .A.PP regarding 
the international situation. In all these discussions APP took the posi-
tion that Germany, having a better cultural baclcground, was entitled to give 

· the invaded countries the benefit of this culture. APP did not apprQVe of 
using force to thrust upon the invaded countries the civilization of Germany. 
He often praised England and the tJnited States for their high type civili-
zation and on many occasions stated that •the country that has the most bath 
tubs will win the war." 

· ·.·] .;~ •a,~ber .at.-: =-ted~:!J:~11:.:'J:r 
;_~ , . -~JJ,bj'~ct;~ a poet ,i,ho '1.i"vec!' an ~:trovert life but lik~act •ttetition 

-. : ·oy mald.ng · st$ri]J..ng re~s and by· writing his opinions, which often dif-· 
fered from the pu~lic opinion of the time. 

He did not want to be drafted for the ~Armed Forces; but 
under his philosophy, he could not be a conscientious objector as he felt 
the laws of the land should govern rather than the individual desires of each 
citizen. 

-4-



Scranton., 

He bad worked with the. subject as a member ot the facu1ty at 
Scranton University and had engaged in many discussions nth the subject 
prior \o our entry in the war. He described the subject as "pro-German but 
not pro-Nazi. st In these discussions the subject took the positiOJl that the 
English people were the most highly civilized and intelligent people in the 
world and that Germany was second in culture aBi civilization. He also 
praised the United State~ for its development of scientific inventions. 
It was the subject•s .opinion., as mentioned in these discussions., that England 
and America would defeat Germany in the event there was a war as they were 
more intellectual and had reached a ~er d of civilization than 
Germny and her allies bad attained. tated ·that the subject based 
all his reasoning on the superior in g nee of peoples and the degree to 
which they had advanced themselves in obta:i nj ng comfort and the necessit'-'8s 
ot life. He bad heard the subject make statements which might be considered 
pro-German; but- in his opinion., these statements were based upon the subject's 
theory that ~., being· a more civilized country than Poland or 
Czechoslovakia; was entitled .to govern and assist the less intellectual 
·nations. 

He did not want t'o be drafted for military service as he felt 
that the use of force by a.ny nation was improper "fraJ' to spread culture and 
enl,igbtenment. Under his theories., it was proper for him to serve in the 
.A.I-Ed Forces, as this was demanded by law, but he did not want to advance 
himself to a rank or an offl~er as this eUort on his own part would be a 
c;o~omise -~ his position as a pacifist • 

• ,.._ ,, ·, - ~- . . .# ·- \ • 

\ ,~e :11nl,verait7 of 
- •uru~w.·, . . · , _ .• . . -. " . • . _ l - . . , . . 4 . . . ·. - . -, • 

• • -:Ip• "' ..:. • r. • - • ~'.'\. "' . • .. . .• : • " ' , .- -

. ire· ~ that ''fie iutd( oein·usoc~'\~.·,;t\b•tlie ' ri}j_ject ·on . 
the .faculty at the University of Scranton and was an associate editor with 
him fn a U:terary publication knol'ill as 0 oatholic Best Sellers." They had 
many discussions prior to the entry of the United States in the war, during 
which time APP defended the A.xis powers. He · did not condone the use or 
force by the Axis but explained that the Treaty of Versailles and · 
'9arious trade agreements had reduced Germany to a state o! poverty. He at 
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,,,. - • il:1. 

explained that on one occasion Dr. APP had written 
a. review for K1S book, "The Moon is Down," which critieied 
STEINBECK as a spreader ot a -propaganda which would make all civilians in 
occupied countries marderers and executioners. APP bad indicated that if 
STEINBECK'S philosophy had been ,£ollowed through, the German civilians would 
kill Ameri~ers in the arJI\Y of occupation in the event Germany-is 
def!ated.. -in a subsequent issue of this publication, wrote a dissenting b? review. 

L,.,. sed that she had been 
a neighbor of Jee the above address. She 
described him as an excellent neighbor who never interfered with the rights 
of others. She stated that he did not mingle with any ~f the other tenants 
and was well liked alth013gh not very well known. She could furnish no other 
pertinent information. 

secretary of the Commercial Association 
• t I ... • : I I .: 11 of Scranton, . g, on, Pennsylvania, advised that the credit 

record of the subject was satisfactory. She furnished other background 
information llhich has been set forth above in this report. 

. 
u.: • • ~- , ' Police Depart 

of the subject. 

dentification Division, Scranton 
, advised that they had no record 

The following description of the subject was secured from his 
Selective Service file: 

Texas 
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HI File lOO-l2jos : ... ,... . . .. . .. . .. 
' -.. ~- .. " 

• r-:: •• • 

11aritai Status a 
Employment a· · ,~ 

Selective Senicea 

·) 

... 

,• 4!. :--~ .. -:, .s:· ... 
Single -· '\. 
Professor, Irlcariiate Word College; 

San Antonio, 'Texas 
Registered Local Draft Board No. 6, 

Scranton, Pa. 
Order Ho. 10325 
Serial No. T710 
u. s. Ar'III3 service - inducted 
September ll, 1942 at Wilkes-Barre, 
Honorable discharge March 12, 1943, 
Camp Claiborne, La. 

A- Serial No. 33'.353746 

No leads are being set .forth in this report, except the one 
to the Cincinnati Field-Di.vision, as it is not known how extensive an inves-
tigation the office of origin contemplates in this case. · 

- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

. ' ' "'t--:. "• ,: ,,_ 
J 

', .. ~. r - _ .... ... ...,· :· 

... ~· ... . 
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:i,:r. Tolson.=--
llr. E, A. Tamiii 
llr, Clap: --
llr, Olavto 
llr. Ladd ---
llr, N1cbols 
llr. Rosen ·---

jg:: ~:'=--n,:_-_-_-:-
llt". tgan 

::: ~:=~_.,,....,.==-=---==--= 1:r. Hendon 
l!r, Penntng·=t:o=n--
llr, Quinn T8""'--
:;. tig~,,_=-----_ 

Auguat. 9. 1946 

Rlb J.USfil J. APP 

Tba Biographical Enc7Clopedia or the World carries the 
followina biograpby ot the oapt.ioned individual, 

Austin J. App ns bom i:llq 24,~9 in w.lwa:ukec, ~11:ic'Jnsin .. 
the son ot AugllBt Ht. o,nd Kathertne-Gbemaie I lpp. Ro ~as educated at 
st. Francia 5epd.nu:, in maco~n, recei n A..B. Degree ill 1921.. 
In 1926 .. ~eiwd an 11.A. Degne !'ran the catholic University of 
Aaerica, ~gton, o. c. In 1929 be was aardad a Pb. D. by thia 
lat.wr- uni verei ty. 

·rr~).929 until 1935 !pp was an in~tl'tletor in Elaglloh at 
C',athol.ic u~ Vds1 ty. Ho 1raa a pro reasor of English and · ~toad er the 
~port;Mnt at 1h,e 1JniveraU.y· o! Scranton, Scranton. ?enneylvania from 
19)5 until 1942. 

. 
:E"rOR. '.?4'Ptember, 1942 until llarob, 1943, he served ...-1th the 

United ste.:tes Aha corps or Engineers, receiung an Honorable Dtacharge 
int.he l&tter year. 

App• empl.o,-d aa an Adm1niatrat!.ve Assistant. in the 
Personnel t>1 vlaibn or the Jaeger *chine from 1933 until pr<;1babl7 ru1¥ 1946. -

, ' .$, ', 

APP ,is the wthor or "ls.neelot. in English Literature," pub-
lWJe4 1a 1929, aa well as articles in the catholic Edttcatieml. Review, 
th8 L1brary world, '\he C&tnolic World, and man:, others. HI i • 

9'ilPI~,.,.., , tor or Best Sellen, a biweekl.7 review. • , 
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FEDERAL BUREAU_· OF INVESTIGATION 
J ' •r , ,." , , \, 

IGINATED~T ,: SAN ANTONIO~ TEXAS SA FILE NO. 105-76 
REJ>ORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE REPORT MADE IIY b 7 e,_ 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 9/25/46 mrk 

TllLE 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

' , , ... ·-- ...... . 
·- •, . . ~, 

• • •1;.~,,; 

Subject was born 5/24/02 at Mil~raukee, Wisconsin of Gennan 
extraction. AB from St. Francis Seminary, St. Francis, · 
Wisconsin, 1924. Received Knights of Columbus scholarship to 
Catholic University, Washington, D. C. where received MA, 

· l r- r,' ,; •> r1~1i 1926 and Ph.D. 1929.t " ]lnployed as instructor in English, 
,. ,-,,; ,., ·~ ~<-- ... Catholic University 1925 to 1935; head of English Depa.rtiient, ; 1 Scranton University, Scranton, Pa., 1935 to 1942. Traveled 

·~ ·• in Europe, Canada and Mexic9-~d taught at Loras College, 
- . \ Dubuque, Iowa during summers. Served in US Ar,ny 9/11/42 to 

"\: v - .; 3/12/ 43 when honorable discharged as Private at Camp Claiborne, 
,· Louisiana to accept employment in essential war industry. 

-,~\J ., -._;~ Subsequent to discharge employed by Jaegers Manufacturing 
•-:,. -~ Company, Columbus, Ohio, manufacturers of farm machinery. •· 1 p, 1 Since September, 19/.i.4, has been Professor of English in 

· ~j Incarnate Word College, San Antopio, Tex:as. Residence 316 
,:--. San Pedro Avenue, San Antonio. fAPP reported to be strict 
~· 1 moralist, disciplinarian, devout Catholic, uncompromising 
:i I in ideals and ethical principles. Alleged to suffer fran 

.:.:; . · "political p")rjµlo~" a fan~cism with regard to international 
aff .P,l"§• Ha~ ~t e la'loftledg~ of history-, is argumentative 

~{ z ' and ~b~1:ia.;rif.!!.~• ' Pn.o?tij ~J9,r1d war # was strongly 
• 

0 
f> non-int~ent).odis~ u~t._,mely ~itical of US foreign t l- policy. -~ate_d)USU:l,r, vo ed 'Ja.?a'ii., into attacking. Professed 

J., . pacifiSD½~.!>ut justi.ID acts f :bdlp~ression, criticising 
l{azi_ op _jupp}'eas~on of Ca tho~~~!~ 
re~nsl4er~~-~~~(~ous·opject,i~n to.JI~ service w 'becane· resigned. ·tq Amy ~ernce~~appy in Arrrr:, and .'· 
'-Qµgb£:,~ se}large ..to'j~e··det~se ~oidier wrote · 
~'ittl .'.- "to V~~: ,newspaper advocati..Q,g --a.~ nlotiated peace. 
Wrote ·advers~~efl'eis -or ·STEINBECK' S "'J.?Je )lOCF .1.S DOVffl", and 

·~ B;?.m:>U"llll!!lllh"15'iASSE?.PS, "TH!L,TJ!!E IS NOW11 Wr te art. c e ' • 

,/ .' ./ 
. "'· 

5 Bureau (r,ncl • . 2) 
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· _' ~xJ~A~~_poii;C?i~~~ ... c~t,}19.li.1 :-T'raditions.11 publisb;ea. in-ttie Catholic Wg~l~., 
October; 1944, criticising .American policy of deman~g unconditional surrender. 
In reply to editorial- in San Antonio Express, ll/1/44 which pointed to Germaoy•s 
enforced starvation of conquered peoples., APP disagreed and attributed starvation 
in France to the Allied blockage of Europe, Allied bombings and activities of the 
French Underground and states more people died of starvation in Allied occupied 
territory than Axis occupied territory. In May, 1945, protested ·an order forbidding 
Gennan Prisoners of War using German ·straight arm and other Party salutes. In 
address at coJimencement, St. Mary's University, San Antonio., June, 1945., demanded 
a "just and honorable" peace for Germany and i.d atrocities shoul. d 1 have no 
effect on final peace settlemen.h) In pamphle VTSHING THE WQM»J OF CONQUERED 
EUBOP..&11·, llay, 1946, APP states troops under EISFNHAUER•S command raped more women 
in one week in one city than troops under HITLER'S command in four years in all 
of France. i,~urther states German troop_s in behavior toward women were most 
correct and decent in the whole history of warfare. As a result of last pamphlet 
Catholic Church authorities considered dismissing APP, however to avoid embroiling 
Incarnate 'fiord College in possible Academic freedom controversy, admonished APP 
who promised to desist from further political writings. -

REFERENCE: 

Bureau File# 100-210108. 

Bureau lett~r dated August 9, 1946~ 

DETAII.S: 

- C -

- Referenced Bureau letter enclosed a photostatic copy of a pamphlet written by 
AUSTIN J. APP, entitled, 11RAVISHING THE WOMEN OF CONQUERED EUROPE" as well as 
a memorandum reflecting infonnation concerning APP obtained from the Biographical 
Encyclopedia of the World. It was requested that the background and activities 
of APP be discreetly ascertained. 

,,- -·/;,~ :A ,~~· of.· the _,san: Anto~~::Jil.es refle~~~-.infom~tiQJJ .-b?.D-~~-/J~~-~:~,J.rf~den~~~ ~-;rr~:~~:::_:~::~·- _··. _.:_( ' '.·:~_. ... - ... .-. -~ 
~: ~?< ·. -Reco~, ·;0t_-1.6c&l:~D'ratt ·-~oa~. , ~.,,~ ·%:~Ii, 'Pennsy~vani~, · ~f4ct. ~~a.t .-APP Jf~S 

•· .. i.~boni llay--?4/ 19'02 at J.lilwaukee; · Wisconsin, .. He .secured an . A.B. degi-ee from st:. 
Francis Seminaey in 1924. He received an M.A. degree from the Catholic University 
in 1926 and a Ph.D from the same institution in 1929. He was employed as Professor 
at Catholic University in 1927 to 1935 and as Professor of English at the Uni-
versity of Scranton, Scranton, Pennsylvania from September 1936, to S~ptember, 1942. 
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~e taught at 9um1ier ~ession of 1942° at · Loras College, Dubuque, Iowa. He was 
inducted into the United states Army at Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania on September ll 
1942, and was honorably discharged March 12, 1943 a.t Ca.mp Claiborne, Louisiana ' 
as over age. His Army Serial number was 33353746. 

According t? Confidential Informant.fellow professors at Scranton University 
stated APP isfQxtremei.idealist, pac 1.s and altruist. He was described as pro-
German but not pro-Naz&.. He was stated to be a great admirer of the German 
and English peoples as they are more intelligent and cultured than other Europeans. 
He felt that nations with the highest type of civilization should rule less 
civilized nations. He made many statements prior to the entry of the United 
States into the war which might be construed as pro-German. He had a satis-
factory credit record and no criminal record at the Scranton rolice Department. 

Confidential Informan~advised that APP had reportedly taken graduate courses 
at Oxford University, -~rd, England, and had visited Mexico, Panama and 
Canada. It was stated that he was called before the school authorities at 
Scranton University because of the subversive character of his lectures and on 
December 81 1942 he reportedly addressed his class as follows: ".America is 
to be blamed for our war with Japan because Japan is like a dog which if 
teased long enough will finally tum and bite you"• He reportedly made statanents 
that the Gennans were ·a superior race and that America would do better to ally 
itself with Germany rather than Engl.and. 

Af'ter hi-· arge from the United States ~nny, according to Confidential 
Informan APP was employed at the Jaeger Machine Company, 550 West Spring, 
Columbus, o_ for about six months when he secured a position teaching English 
Composition at St. Mary of the Springs College, Columbus, Ohio. 

According to Confidential Infonnan 
University of Scranton, 331 Wyoming , cran , , 
on December 8, 1942, after the attack on Pearl Harbor, APP made the statement 
to his class that the United States had so handled the Japanese question that 
ou-provoked Japan , ~ _at~~king On ~is occasion APP was reprimanded 

·. by ···. d 'b __ : ·•·- ~r;:i .of . tJl~-Ja.culti-il:nd c~utiQn~d -t.o .u~e ~~re disctetion " 
. in - · . _4~pory;~a.lY · a4~i:~~. th~'t .'pr:I:9_r :~o t,he ·-ent17, ?f ~he . Upited 
Sta.tea into~he . d ·bad·ma.ny ·bea.ted . diseussions"with J;PP regar~ tbt!t -· 

·· 1ntemat1onal ~1:tui"tion.' ?f IA ail· ·ot~ t'hese ·diseuseions' ·AP.P . took the·~ poeitio~ that 
Gennany~ having' a .b.etter- 'eulturil ·.background, ·was entitled to give the envaded 
countries the benefit of this culture. APP did not approve of using force to 
thrust upon the invaded countries the civilization of Germany. He often praised 
England and the United States £or their high type of civilization and on many 
occasions stated that 11 the country that has the most bath tubs will win the warn. 

t, 
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··stated.-~ tb.at he. had received i 'etters in late 1944 and early 1945 from 
ect which bear a rubber stamped "Blessed are the Peace Makers". 
eseribed .APP as a poet who lived an introvert life, would like to 
attention by making startling remarks and bY.-t his opinions which 

often differed from the public opinion of the time. tated that APP 
did not want to be drafted for the Armed Forcee., l:u is philosophy he 
could not be a conscientious objector as he felt the laws of the land should 
govern rather than the individual ' · desires of ea.ch citizen. 

Informant~terviewe 
··veraity ~;:~ton who terme as pro- erman u no ro-

tated that in many discussions with the subject prior to our 
entry war that APP took the position that the English people were 
the most highly civilized and intelligent people in the world and that Ge:nnany 
was second in culture and civilization. He praised the United States for its 
development of scientific inventions. He predicted that England and America 
would defeat Genna.ny in the event there was a war as they were more intellectual 
and had reached a higher degree of civilization than Germany and her allies had 
obtained. · 

' r 

Subject based all of his reason on the superior intelligence of peoples and the 
degree to which they had advanced themselves in obtaining camfort knd the necessities 
of life. 

.. 
-advised,. that APP held a theo?7 that German;v, being a more civilized 
~than Poland or Czechoslovakia, was entitled to govern and assist less 

intellectual nationa. 

· -confidential informan~rized infonnation he had developed concerning 
.APP as follows: He APP speaks Gennan, French and Spanish, and is 
reported to have a noticeably German accent. He is pleasant, gentlemanly., 
likeable, scrupulous in personal dealings, shrewd, thrifty and practical in 
business matters wit~a reputat~· • a porallst and disciplinarian, and i-s a 
~onfirmed. b~cpelor. . . JJ (iQl "'-) .. . .. .-,:~.~~-,· . . · . _ . 

~.. : • r . ,. - · •• -,· :...,:•~ .,. ·,.. ,• .' . "-. - - .. ,._, ... ': ~ - . -: ... # . i ,-•~ ·, • • •' " ~.. • .,. • - ·=•· •· ';.0r • -

; ·. :: ;, ·¢ . is; i,,ep9~!d-f~ ·~.af e.:-~_ad~. imp_rop~r · S:d!~~~s girls <:_9mpar:11' r •• .• 

. , ,!.he:-ha_-,~~-o~f,lj~eo~t..~: ,Jie is_ a deyou~ qa~o~~ .. -~d~!"3sterQ. )1!t?kgrp~ . . · ::_::; ~. :\t ai!a is Mi.'4 ::\o"~l>~ J,Uiccmp~ing in ·his ·ten~t~., "li;fgh id&¥~ ·and e~cal p~ciples. -; . 
· 'He is a. 'dil.:igent student of English literature, innate~ brilliant and 

dilettante in other fields. He is alleged to suffer from political paranoia, a 
fixation or fanaticism with regard to international affairs. His f everently 
held ideas arise from a strong pro-German bias, colored by his background of~J 
religion and unrestrained by any pPofound knowledge of history. {..s !,/(fr)~ ,..._ ]e.11,Jt; 

\._ 1,,--t/..Jl 
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, .-,..: : , ... ... ::·. ........ .,.~ ... __ ,, '- ·.; . . ,. ; ". . : . . ", .. .. ·: . ' · a-, ~s . ~r~tati v~. ~?- contrpversial _ in nature, s~ubb~r~ in bis views and 

; '.'persuasive _ln classes at S,eranton Univer~i~y and ih ·discussions with faculty ., 
members he is reporf.ed to have been strongly non-interventionist, to have been 
extremely critical of United States foreign policy, although originally a 
staunch "new dealer" going so far as to state that the United Stetes had pro-
voked Japan into attacking. APP is alleged to have been inconsi stent in his 
professed pacifism in that he justified~ acts of Axis aggression, castigating 
the Nazi regime only- on the score of the suppression of Catholic clerics in 
Gennany. Be was reprimanded by authorities at Scranton University and was 
reported to have been less voe if erous after Pearl Harbor but no acquaintance 
believed that his views had changed or that he would cease t o expound th~. ($ !)_~fw) 

. Ad.ts-~ IV"--~~ 
According to Confidential Infonnant~P is reported to have considered raisi.ng~..tf 

'/ a conscientious objection, but late~have become resigned t o serving in the 
Army, to bave been unhappy during his service and to have offered a party 
$500.00 to get him a defense job in order that he could be discharged. While 
a soldier APP submitted a letter to the editor of a Washington newspaper advo-
cating a negotiated peace. He is reported to be sincere and candid in his 
views and to believe hiinself a loyal and patriotic American speaking for the J;J--

b'7L 
b?D 

country's best interest. Intimates allege that APPS fundamental loyalty is to 
the United States; that it would not be his nature to be furtive or underhanded. 
It was noted by this informant that subject had e reseed his opinions generally 
only among persons of his own int~ectual level. lj ~'6,J»s:fc,,6 

• 
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:._ She ·s.~~teg ': t.h;at about 'Cbri~tmas,. li942, ._APP _tl'iea to dissu~e ·her hufJband from 
applying 1:or a comi.ssion in~ the :Navy, 1•insisting· that 'any-on~ was silly to volunteer 
who would not othentl~e be dr o be too intelligent to be 
11toting a gunn and offered O ' a defense 
job in his contracting busi • LC.JIC~~- subse-
quently joined the Se.bees. I) -11--fP 

Confidential Info:nnan terview 
University, Washington. • c. in June, e was 
acquainted with APP since 1925 when APP came c University as a graduate 
student,. staying until 1935 as an instructor in .,l!;nglish. He stated that APP 
was a hard working and conscientious student. He achieved excellent grades 
through intensive study rather than innate brilliance. His services as an 
instructor were .satisfactory both at Catholic University and at Loras College 
in Iowa, where he taught during sunmier sessions but APP was let go because it 
was felt that he did not show promis~ of maturing into an A-1 educator. {>tJ (ft(c.c; 
-tated that APP was the butt of many a joke among the faculty and the 
~ody because he was such a complete moralist; he was over strict in 

-

. · linary matters and inveighed against the evils of smoking and drinkingo 
tated that during the Fall of 1942 when APP was stationed at Ft. Belvoir, 

g , he wrote a letter to the editor of a Washington newspaper which was 
published over his name with his Army serial number and station, advocating 
recognition of equality of war guilt. - stated that APP fancies himself 
an authorit,y on international affairs ~ackground is such that his views 
result from alm!)st total ignorance of modern histoi'y". P1<~"J 
-stated that APP in recent years had become quite anti-British; was a 

. about the inequities of the Versailles Treaty and held that there is 
some justification for German aggression. He stated that APP is by no means 
a crank, but he :i;s an extremist and an idealist; that he apparently hit upon 
what he believes to be the truth and is sincere and indiscreet enough to feel 
it his duty to speak his mind. (Jl}(V/.'tJ 

Infonnant 
: arylAR,d; . c niversity. 

. :. .. , "8. a . . at APP -w.as a goo . ~ac er;.. e :expected :too mueh · from .. e 
·--~ . i~/:_.: s~.tt~~~tf .an·· ·. · .. atr~cibus .Ge~:-~~c.erl~ .. ;.::~:ra· .~JJ._: other.-f~~ld~ .pu'1_Eng~sh 
-'· - · -fi~eraturE?, . tated that ~p , is -~ _p.ile~t~t.!' ~d i~ r~~'3nt y~s h~-: . ,. • -
· displayed a interest in international ~fairs; . He ·-etated t~~t ·he. had . 

been astonished at the tenor of some of the articles APP had had published 
in the Scranton Bews. He mentioned APP 1S letter to the Washington Post, 
advocating a negotiated peace which he termed the height of indiscretion for 
a soldier. He stated that he believed that APP is convinced that England and 
the United States are not free of war guilt, a foolish idea which he would not 
entertain if he had a more thorough knowledge of history. He stated that APP 
is a devout Catholic; is very narrow in his Catholicity which prevents him frcm 
being a top notch scolar. (~J(~('<J 
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.'wi.t.'1 on pract-i:eal.zy .every: subject and·bad .aisagreed witlr him on most.- · He 
stated that APP'S meptality is the type which goes in circles around the topic. 
He is argumentative and immature. He stated that he believed APP'S attitude 
toward the war is derived from his fundamental Christian thesis that war is 
wrong and from an argumentative predisposition to take the side of the under 
dog. He stated that APP may unconsciously be inclined to make excuses for 
Germany because of his background, but he did not believe APP consciousq pro-
German. According to APP, the 'Wal; was not entirely Gennany 1s fault and it was 
no business of the United States. He_ followed the LINDBERG - WHEELER - NYE 
school of thought and was considered by s being a typical midwestem 
Isol.f1tionist. He stated that APP i,,bru and truthful in everything; 
thatYfs the most indiscreet person that ew, and that he would always 
say exactly what he thought, and insis constitutional right of free 
speech. (S!}l~X"'J ,~ ,,,. , , 4,,r~\ ~a,,.,~ I~ t:2-l~I 

He stated that APP is intellectually honest and courageous, but that he simply 
does not know history; Jurther he is stubborn and there is very little chance 
of changing his mind. ( .5 J) («{&4} 

. -~··· . . ... 
n. stated that APP was the object of 

SJ interviewed in 1943 
W-shin ton D. c. wh 

many jibes at Scranton because ious financial interests and because 
he had bis hand out for every dollar and yet was Socialistic in many ways, 
staunch9 .insisting that no man should be allowed to earn over $5,000.00 a 
year. (S /}(JfJ(~J 
Another point on which APP was subject to r&dicul~ among his colleagues was his 
habit of dating young girls. It was not infrequent for him to be the rival of 
one of his students for the attentions of some young girl-~!}'1/(~J 

At faculty meetings or at other gatherings, according to APP was 
contraversial and loved to spout his ideas even on subjec s no in his line. 
His attitude toward the war and international affairs was well known and 

'J 

.differed with that of most of _hi~ · ~lleagues. -He •~s -strpngly .~a_inst .. war and 
~:-. \.',~: ._2~°1>~~?-~!pi\i.ori in_"the ·wa~ ~ifhi,s '. a~~.i~udt. ~a:~~t ,~~e :~t:ei\ P~r;-ijarbor. · ; 

·; _·::' _:;~·_;,!; )i~·-,~ -~~~:~f~lr:,~~ ,;~ ::n?-t ~· ~o~~~-:~~ ?~.; .. !1# r~3:.~~~ -~o~~·~:-.ftl!!f/~'(>'•;.~ 
1, ~ / •~ ! ._ _t; '~ •,\~I _:"~. ,_,: • ,, • °'~ _.'~\ rvi~ ••• ••· ~"-', .. •~•,. •-aj 

. aryland~ 
· Washington, D. c. 
Scranton., and -while gh 

tated that APP has "political parano , 
s which became apparent in 1937 during the Spanish 
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·: . APP " juet1riect the inte'i-v.ention of- 'the :Axis Powei-s in ,Spain·; ~ B~ ·attitud~ .. 
ely colored by partiality for the Axis Powers, which, according to 
elief, stemmed from his Gem.an ancestory. He pn~orted to be a 

·• 

and insisted that we should not become involved in wa.r or even in 
1940 to increase our armaments because if attacked we could train a huge anizy" 
over night and in the meantime the money would be better spent on education. He 
insisted that the cultured nation would always beat the uncultured nati~no · 51J {,K_..G_J A,,,,-,.,,.,.,---~: 
APP stated that he believed all force was wrong and that if tfec..;~sJ~"d ~.,,-.,,., 
he would not resist. He insisted that it was better for a nation to live under 
the domination of an aggressor than to spend itself in armed resistance. Deppite 
his professed hatred of force he always justified the aggression of the Axis; 
Italy was right in the conquest of Ethiopia; Czechoslovakia hed not allowed 
the Gennan minority to rule and thus invited and deserved invaeion; POLAND 
was guil),y of-provocati'1re atrocities, and even Belgiwn, according to APP, was 
wrong. (Sl}(fJ { 'V . 
-stated that .APP was completely ignorant of modern European history, and ~to learn or recognize facts in vari.ance with his conclusions. No amount 
of logic could change his position on a particular issue and he was often 
inconsistent. He admitted that the Hitler regime was in the wrong in mis-
treating Catholic Clerics and surpre~sing religion in Germany; yet on the day 
that news came that Gennan aircraft had bombed a famous Spanish shrine on a 

· festive.day and had slaughtered many devout Catholic Bosque Loyalists, APP 
countered J30SQUF.S were hypocrites. {3lj~ ('9 · 

- stated -that he not-ced t students in his history cl2.sses frequently 
~APP1S views and he, did his best to combat these views. After 

-_ Pearl Harbor APP was less although he professed to believe that the 
United States had no interest in the Pacific and had given Japan no alternative 
but to attack us. 6 !J."</ 
Confidential Infoman: advised that APP has had articles published in 
the Catholic world and e Commonweal on subjects such as Cs.tholic unt.rersity 

. Teachers and Cr~dit Unions, . .,nd li'!:,erary. top;ics .101ic~ upQn pe~sal reflect . . . ;:··_., ,, no aubver~ive ··attitude;·. He · also addsed t~-a.t·· a.ii ~~tio·n :1;1f.Lusk1s.-.nistrict ·· 
. .:· · ··. or,:coluabia · Assessment: Dire'Otory, .-se·rvice_ ·rdlect~q .. that APP .. -in 194'3 owned three 

., 

_. ... : ,:,·-:·;patc~T~?o,t' -~r6peri.T-1ti. w~,~s.ton}_1i~•---·g •. a~s~~~-~ .·.it: $6>l2f~~?.' .~3/764,~9()j . , _ ·-.. •~ 99s.oo· ·respei:tively.· t:e(r.1 (i 1lf' · ;: "-~ .: · ·. · . _ · . · · _ ·• ' : • ~-, · · : _ · • . ·\_ 
.. ~ . - t •-: • I lV( 7 · · ' . ;t. 

No criminal record nor record in the subversive files of the Metropolitan . 
Police Department, Washington, D. c. was found upon examination in June, 1943._ 
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APP while at Scranton University, was 
Council of English Teachers; Modem Language Association;. Catholic Poetey 
Society; Debating lssociation of Pennsylvapia Colleges and Catholic Library-
Association~~ (Uc1 

also stated that APP has several publications to his credit including 
~se Qf Analogy in D~b_ate11~e~ious News in Cha.ucer11,. \ma.e+,s aren 1t Sissies," 

"THOMAS MANN, Christian Novelistv--;a,;o Lie or Not to Lie 11 , an~e Broadway 
PJay~. and ~heir Ideas". lj( fJ/'1J , , 
He is a frequent contributor to small. Catholic magazines. so 
mentioned that in a review of STEINBECK'S 11The Moon Is Down atholic 
Best Sellers, a mimeographed sheet prepared at the University of Scranton, 
that APP took the Norwe~ans to task for not submitting to the Gennan rule. 
It is noted that the book dealt with the Gennan occupation of Norway. fslJ()[/' "J 
Confidential Infonnan eviewed subject's Selective Service file at Local 
Board II 6, lv · which reflec that s b ·ect stated h 

.. It was in.ed that he 
Informan terviewe 
Universi~ Scranton in ec , 

isters. Confidential 
t the 

organizational connections of subject: He was a oderator of the Teachers of 
English Council in Lackawanne. County, Pennsyl.van.ia, President of the Chesterton 
Poetry Society which meets at the University of Scrant,on, ~emb~r of the Chamber 

. { J of: Ce~~f, . p±~~t,9r. c;,r--i~e. D~at,.ipg .f!,ub•~t:~1'~:~.tJ¥:!~I;,s:i,ty:9, -~~rapton'. : D;i-• ·· ·"· 
.... , -•. ~~~~s~-· tfl~~-·~r-. ~e.~.l.~n-t1~~:.a~~~¥.-~_~d. ~hJ ~ati_q~:- .. 

. . :,d:;~~9~~~:~ ·-·· ~~~te.rh"'~' ~t.~.:-!~..t~~a!.1:.:~ d·.~La-· ~t-,..-~.~t?A~~~~~ ·~pth·~:.-.Eb:nt~t'~~~ ·. , , ~;,: .. ... - ._Ar ·.· WA.S ,:a,1, , 8 .uu'-1,.-·•"~· ~-· · er .all 0.1-&-1S•~a- v. · ·• n8al;' "' · 0 O!ll, : . ·~ , ,_., ¥'11!"'!<~ •=:.s • _.. •. .. Y ,, . - • ......... :. -> !: • - • .~ -Y ~,. .. •". • . .. 
: ·!. . f wng·· ·n~;l\, Poles=; .:·ae ~.:coneidere'd the·· LatirJ.s inmoral ·and. the Poles· un- .-

! · -~ cuitured·. p _!; (ti "I · ·· · · · 
According to APP considered culture to be the measuring stick of 
a nation. His eory is that culture predominates over force. Consequently 
he was opposed to war and is naturally a pacifist. (..5!} (.¥/(y 

- 10 -
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He expressed his -theory that one hundred men with Shakespeare in their hands 
could defeat 1,000 men with machine guns. He otherwise expressed the sam~ 
idea by stating that a nation's culture can be determined by the number of 
bath tubs in the country. He deplored the wasteful spending of money on war, 
argue~ against spending-o battleships when the money could be used in 
building universities. serted that APP was fonnerly a great admirer 
of President BJlOSEVELT, 1s admiration dinned because of the President's 
foreign policy. APP contended President ROOSEVELT had precipitated a 
calamit_y on the country by leading it into war •. /!Jf~""J..t~'~a, ~-(14/' 

-dvised that APP was a frequent contributor to t~etters to the 
of the Scranton, Pennsylvania newspaper and wrote articles con-

cerning various issues of the day. {s I)~ _ 
Confidential Informant 
the Univer 
sylvania. 
Sellers"C 
cation. pl}('A,J(1tt;J 

a former teacher at 
anager o e Guild Stu 1.os, Scranton, Penn-

and subject started the magazine "Best 
ton. All contributed reviews to this publi-

According to APP submitted ·a review of STEINBECK'S 11The Moon is Down" 
which deals e azi invasion of Norway from which the following is 
quoted: · 11The. author's purpose, however, quite clearly is to incite civilians 
in occupied countries to dynamite, stab and even poison. Of course he means to 
apply it only, -one presumes, to the civilians in Axis occupied countries. But 
what is sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. If it is the duty of 
French women to poison non-offending German Sentinels in France, then it will 

- · also be the duty of Geman women to poison American Sentinels if once again they 
should be stationed in the Rhineland as in 1919., and then we ~ould brand such 
civilian tactics in Gennan patrotism by .German beastline.ss 11 • (S!J(l.,I F:J 
-1so stated that APP wrote in regard to PIERRE VAN PAASEN'S 11Time 

, . . . ~ows: "The book is an illogical attempt, based on the assumption 
• ~:~·•.•;-:··:tti~t-:01:U"-·~~:-~~~omtl·:1nde,P~n?e~ce --~d. :rr.eedQ~ daj>_e,nd ·.<?~ .. ~l~<! to ... ~ca.re ~e 

~: ·.:. ·7. _.:;; ~ .r;can, :l'~?P~~-"in~ ,.e,7~.~o~ _9,~8¥lj 11!~ :in .-1:i_h~ f~1;ure,~' · : .l'4~ -~?ok, has: no ::· •' 
:; • :, 

4 ~U8f ;~\ib ;ii~-wiJ,l. .~~f> '.•p~p~~ tA_9;.µ,\,l9: : 'ti:~~~•- '.- '/!_/lff/;".J· _··--_ .' . ;·; .. -- .:/. • ·'-:fi · ;-.. -...... -: • ... , ,: .... "".! • .... ,: , :!,·: ... .,._ · ..... ~: .. •,·: · • ::-::,4••='1..-:,.! .. / -~t .. _. •·. · - • ' i""" •• • "' • - · ·-~ 

: : · . Confident.ill : Infomantallhs6, . ..i.nt-en-iewe 
Scranton, Pennsylvania~ landlady at~ 

e ad re ·ved a om her daughter-lo-law, 
· hi an., dated Decembe , 

a A portion of this letter fo . 
received a I r om • asking---hat in the event that a teaching 

ition sho~ufficient for hislfflcharge (he is 38) that be get 
something at_,has replied that he could". {StJ~("J 
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' erinsylmd.'a. . .. -s•- a:· t'orm = • • ' • 
··41P.·Co - en ·ai.w~t o. mterviewe 

cran n, and he and-~ o have physical examinations prepar-
induction into the Army- on the same day. On the way, according to p 
commenced a tirade against the English. He averred that England h s into 
the war and that we shouldilJ·.t be in the war. He contended that we had better 
withdraw from the war and that if enough pressure is brought on Congress and 
the President of the United States they will :t:.:hdr. aw from the w~,f<"/}(NJ/t{.} 

/z.,.J ¥~~~.9 {. 
APP, according to- said that when he gets ~~fanny"te wlli write as a · 
soldier and he~ them plenty11 • APP 1S argument, according t~ 
was that this war was no concern of ours and that we ought to withdra4fllll!ll!lllil 
let England continue. He maintained that Germany is not against the United 
States, but is against England and the Jews, and stated that the English and 
the Jews got us into this war against the will of the people. fsJ.J'l{".I . 
Confidential informant-., nterv-iewed of the .,a.tho · 

-

. y, Midwestern ~;ion Cours g , e, Iowa. 
eported that subject had won a sharpshooter's medal with the r· e e 

r.my ·and was an instructor in rifle and was very proud of these accomplish-
ments as he had never shot a gun before he entered the Army. {f!J ( £(~ 

high regard. Conf_t.als:> inter-
Loras College. e1. that · APP 

was an 1 io s liist, but that e attack on Pearl 
ed that the war was justii'ied on the part of the United States. 
oted that APP habituall..y over-argued his points against the 

, never heard him ma)~ p.ny real attack against t h e United States 
. government or its foreign policy. (Slj(~ "tj 

Confidential Infonnant--ntervie11ed ras C.,lle 

-

that APP ha~ral ill ba ance views. , according to 
· made flattering remarks about the Germans of the type that 

go w a she deserved from the Germans. ($tJ('l,J(w./ 
'.:': .. . :.~~;.:: q~ideptiil Info~•~~!-'.t¢ Wf~.},~ --~~:at•.~P-, -while~ -~~~~s,. 

!~ · :, : -: · .Q_~!l.9 i .nµght ,:.~ Y,~.)>~en;~e:r ot -~E: ·.J.,e~er~b!J.t :~*~~,,. ~u~.: _µta~ h~ t could nq~· := .. 
·. ·. ·._ · <ruive· oe"en 'V6~- actite· in• :tlt~ •goup. · f.fbf.a ,\,.,;.,arii:zatioll ~is':a::German s'ocial . ·. :, · 
~:~_: ·~·), •• ··: :7.., raa~tz~~i~~- e~ e· ·,e~. '-~9~~e~ f~~.-po~~~~~t.;.~,t~ ~# ~rs~!e· 

• ' • ; -~.t :tendencies but· ~he -org~za~on was noi :g~qe~ · c~i;g~~ a ·subversive g~up. 
' 

Confidential Infonnant~dvised that while in Columbus subject resided at 
75 East Woodruff Avenu~ 3860 Travue Road. Vfuile there he purchased a house 
valued at approximately $10,000.00 and assumed a $4,000.00 mortgage on another 
house. 
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GOVERN}fENT .... ~. ·· 
.. . .. .,._J 

, .. 
TO Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE: January 17; •i947·::.:.· ·•·-· 1 
FROM 

SUBJECT: 

..:;• 
Theron L. Caudle, Assistant Attorney General 'ILC:VCW:la~ - , 

Aulltin Josep(? 14£,-7-76-J.i;;. .. , . • ::. ·/I 
Reference is made to your memorandum dated December 30, i~::: .. _..;;, ::!· J 11

1 conce~ing the above named subject. .•; .. . ,_ ,.: .. 
• ; :•:- .•. ·~ .. ···· ··· l I 

'.Ihe Criminal Division does not desire that investigation o:f-- .. App·J.s-.. .... _. 1 

actiVi.ties be made at this time with the view to his prosecution .fo~•· ·· ········· 
a violation of the sedition statutes.. · -·- - · 

:,..:,. Pt. • • • ~: ... J N 2 7 
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THIS CA9E ORIGINATED AT 

FIEPORTMADEAT . Dli:=>:w I 
PHILADELPHIA, PA~. J . N 1 2 195p 
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P"ILE NOlQ5..,.433 v·cla. 

Pll:RI00 FOR WHICH ~AD& 

11.Af;;:mICA' S NE'ii UAZ!S11 By Peter T. 1f.."rl. te 
and Allen Chellas 

INI'NUt~L SECURITY - G 

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 

CC T0: __ _{;,_1 _ _13:_ __ , 
REQ. REC'D _J0-~ft 

1 r. r,: 9 ') 1qb4 
vf-'Hll-..J-.J -

AUSTIN J §>af'p residE.¾s at 444 ~st Tulpehocken · 
Street, Philad~lphia and is employed a.t LaSalle 
College as a Professor of English. 'i'he Pro-
fessor has r8cently raturnocl from a three-month 
tour o.r Ge:rmany, Austria and Italy. .t.PP ·;rrote 
an article entitled 11.l Fair Deal for Germany11 

which appeared in -the April 1, 1949 edition of 
IICommon Sense" and in the November, 1949 issue 
of 11The !:a.list'.'; authored an crticle entitled 
11Food, Clothes r,nd Homes in Germany, 1949 11 • 
In October, 1949 :U-,f spoke at the Kelping Haus 

, 

of Philadelphia, his topic being 11The E;{pelkc ¾ 
i'roblel!t as a Cha-lli::ngc to Cc.tholicism11 , ·• -~ ! ~- , 

~-11 INFOR~!S ON CONTAINED --~, 
-,-"'-'T 'l 1·.; U• 1c1· . .... 7 F'IED ' .. - RUC - , ·.l:..~l•,-1', ;) ,A,")u - ~ · .•. : . .-~ 

, ~fi --E~-/.P:.._1_ __ B~r 'llPJ ., . ....._,_ 
Bureau letter to Now York dated November 15, 1949, · REFm.ENCE: 

DEI'.AILS: Informants list~d in this report .:ire of known reliability 
unless othe r-:nso specified. 

Li.UST IN J. h.Pt' r.:;sides at 444 Z2.st Tulpehocken Street, 
Philadelphia, fennsylvania. (T-1, 12-16-49) 

The 1949 ?hilad~lphia Real 1state Directory indicates 
that APP is the o~ner of the residence at 41.4 Tulpehockorr 6trset -:md that he 

' resides on the premises. Th(; resid0nce was purchased on . u6ust 12, 1948 
for ~12,000 and has an assessed value of ~7,800. Suppl~11ents of th~ ?biladelphia 
Real Estate Directory, including t~1e supplement of November, 1949, sho1v no change 
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of ownership for this resi.dence, 

,The November, 1949 issue of 11'I'he 1ialist 11 , a mimeographed 
publication published by Catholic laymdn in lieric.en, Conriecticut lists Dr. 
AUSfIN J. APP as a iTofessor of i:nglish at La.Su.lle Ccllege, J:lhilcidelphia, ia, 

. ' 
On ?age 1, paragraph 2 of the Nov~mber issue of this publica-

tion there appears an article entitled 11Food, Clothes a nd Homes in Germany, 
194911. This urticle indicates thf;:.t ,i\P.t> has J~st r e turned f ron a threG-rtlonth 
tour of Germany, imstri!l :md Italy . 

In the 4-1•49 special edition of the nm,spupor 11 Co!,1mon 3enso 11 which 
is listed as 1'the n~tion 1 s unti-Cotilr.lunist ncwspaperi1 anci is edi te;d in Union, 
New J<;Jrscy, there D.ppoarJd c.n .:i.rticle on p.:J.ge 1, colU.71Il 3 entitled 11 ;~ Fair 
Deal for Germany11 , the; ,~uthor of ,1hich was .h.USI'IU J. 1u\'. This nr ticle sets 
out a three-point plan through -nhich thG t:.uthor bcli;:; ves Gurmany v;ill obtain 
a fair doal. First the 2.uthor indicate:s tl.£;t the Unitod Sta.tos cieraanc. full 
integrity of German bouncLLril:::s as s0t out in the Atlv.ntic Ch..u-tor. Second, 
.u,;:r- beliovcs thnt it is this ccuntry 1 s duty to m.inir.J.z6 11 tho aTiful calamity 
of tha fift.;on rd.llion &.1st :J.nd .Sudctcn ,:.nd 3r,lkan GctimD.ns 0xpelle:d. from their 
h01:1ea and totfllly robbed, c>.g,!in v1ith t hrs complicity of our new deal l!iarxist 
controlled gov1.: rnment .. " The third p.oint tul..:;:en by tho author is t l1r; t d.i s:r:antling 
of industry in G'dnnariy should irrJ:icdiatcly be discontinued. In this r e spect 
A?? st.::te;d thnt 11 In Octob•~r, 1947 :1lnost t hrs:1e yunrs after t sic ·uur, our 
govcrnmunt ,mile t ulling the ;\,"J:e:rican peoplo to sc!ld five billion [:. y ~ur ta 
h'urope to revive production, Cl)llabor :i.t "'d. '.ii th the Bri tisn and Fr-E:ncr, in listing 
918 Gol'!!l.Eln pl1nts for destruction, only 338 c.,f ·1·-il.1ich ;,mrc listed !"•s ,1ar pl.:1.nts. 
Since then many have bean destroyed". 

In the i ssue of 11The Ha.list" previously listed, in the 
article appearing on page 1, paragraph 2 ~..ii set · out in great detail statistics 
regarding food, clothing .'.!n<l h0mcs in Germany 2..s t hey 'ppG2.rud during his visit 
during 1949, In sumrn.::.ry of this 2rticle aU-.t' stcitEac. t h.:;. t the domn~nt ir:iprossion 
that he recei.V€:1d .° '.fkr spending thrc0 m.:>nths in th<.: v:>.nquish countrie s ·,i:.!S t h..~t 
in spite of the devastation 3.nd cas,lf'.ltie s of ·the ·11.i.r ,! !'li~ t he injustices, 
expulsions, disraantling, W:?.r prisonl.'. r sl;~vu L.:.b0r .)f t:·~o po3t--war yr,ars, 
that Germany, uustria ~no. Itnly \IE"-rc coming to lif'~ again, oo.inr'ully but S°ll.rely. 
He said t hat in .jestcrn Gormuny the v:ictors, ;·1hil€; still a long way from ti1e 
tt.tlantic Ch:lrtcr, c. re slo·1ly si1aicing 0ff thC:Jir 11l,:orgenthauisn11 ~.nd th .. t Ln 
proportion hopo .o-no rccons·truction r:re ''pushing out their tcndor shiJots 11 • 

In the same edition of "The Ma.list" on page 7 there appears an 
.rt1.cle entitled 1fThe Expel1.ee Problem as a O:iallenge to Catholicism." This 
article is a summarization of a talk made by AUSTIN J. A.FF at the Kelping Haus 
in Philadelphia on October 5, 1949. According to the article, Af-P advised the 
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group the staggering wrong to the twelve million surviving expellees can only be 
righted when: countries behind the iron curtain gr.:mt thera the rir;lrt of self 
cetorrnination and restore their homos and homclanG to theu. Tho ~rticle in~i-
cated thn.t ... ~? believed th::.t this could nut come 2.bou·i; until world C":tholicism 
has persuaded Cntholics of .these countries to be •wi::i..ling to n11~e :;.Joe:. ti1is 
enormous '\<;rong in which they h .~:ve, unf0rtun,1tely, abetted the Belsheviks. 
'rhC; .... rticle advised that Dr. Afr r~qu..:stcd Cc.tholics in .t-.r:1crica to rush rr:;licf 
to the cxpclloos of Gennany. 

· .<\!l inf orm.c1nt a c.:viscd th~~ 
f the; Jlat.iamaliil't .Actirul Lot:.guc r1fi •·,· • . r c rs aro 

p a, 1. J a nuary, 1949 discussec'; tho distinctions bet-.vcon ~t?. t i onal -i c, _ 

pr0vincialism \1ith i?rofossor At'i) an6. th::-.t during this samG r:10nt 
invited .~.l.j to attund a snall gathl.;ring during the G.:.;rly part 0 1 ... ,... 
1949 to further discuss a Nntionnlist rrograrn from :::, pl.-.dlo 
The inform:i.nt did not know if .. ~? attendee. this .met;ting. 

nc a" -.:r accor (ang to 1i ,c inf urm mt 
e N'n.tionnlist .• ction k t:.i;;uo., made 

arra.nget:1onts to rn1:;ct wi •. uJ.' at his r~sidonc0 to cli.scuss tho public,:i.tion 
of sllil)iiWo· · st_ lit?r,\turc in pocket c.dition form. \ .i• ·""nt st,~te:d 
thnt s unable to o.ttuncl this discussion but 
fess · • _ meet in regc'.I'd t0 this mc.tk.r on Dec • ., 

Tha Il-i.tionalist ,4ction Le"iguc is listec. ;_~s a subversive 
j organization c(,rning within tho purvic.w -.,) f .:.:Jeecutive Orc,or 9835. 

- REFERRED U.20N COl-frLl."'I'ION T.J 'i'HE o:t:.:'ICE -
01<' ORIGIN 
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In Reply, Please Refer to 
File Ho. 

-., 

Federal Bureau of_lnvestigation 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
October 3, 1984 

.. 

... "': 
AUSTIN JOSEP{()P, aka 
August Josep~~, 
Aust~nd. App, 
·Austil»'App · 

." -.. 

This communication is classified "Secret" in its 
entirety. 

AUSTIN JOSEPH APP is a United States citizen of German 
extraction. In 1975, he received the "European Peace Prize of 
the German National Newspaper (DNZ). 11 An article he wrote en-
titled, "A Fair Deal for Germany,,; appeared in the April 1, 1949 
edition of "COMMON SENSE," and in the November, 1949 issue of 
"THE MALIST. 11 He authored an article entitled, "Food, Clothes 
and Homes in Germany, 1949 11 after returning from a three-month 
tour of German~ Austr~ and Italy. APP spoke at the KELPING 
HAUS OF PHILADELPI1IA in Octo~49, his topic being, "The 
Expeller Problem as a Challe~ge to Catholicism." 

~nvestigation conducted in 1945 disclosed that APP 
was descr1.oed by fellow professors as an extreme idealist, 
pacificis:t;. and altruist. He was described as pro-German, but 
not pro-Nazi._ Prior to World War II, he was described as a 
non-interventionist an9 extremely critical of United States 
fore~gn policy. (s l)\~ (u; £.uhss,f,-e..d f~ h'~ /l,-/rUI,, ;;.-;1.-rr' 

No further information has been developed concerning 
APP since. 1949. His last known residence is Takoma Park, 
Maryland and he is lastly known to have been a Professor at 
LA SALLE COLLEGE, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

DECL:I.SSlFrnD B'l~Jjr:{e._k,fl.tl\ ,._ . ._ SEC~T Jl..-li ·A 
"' - 'l o -- ;:_:_ : >' C : ..Sr../ 1H, Cf,,,,yi Or~ ~J:L---• .. i--- CLASSIF D BY G-3 · . •·, . . . - . ~ -! 

' ~ ,. 
DECLASS ON OADR ' - · · . · ; 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
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AUSTIN JOSEPH APP 

Backg:round ·In:f ormation 

Name 

Address 

June 19, 1942 

September 2, 1942 

March 29, 1943 

May 1, 1944 

September 1, 1944 

1949. to 1962 

1965 

Last known address 
March, 1915 

Race 

Date and place 
of birth 

He~ght 

We:i-ght 

Eyes 

Hair 

Complexion 

AUSTIN JOSEPH APP, aka 
August Joseph App, 
Austin J •. App, 
Austin App 

_, 

LAROS COLLEGE, Dubuq~e, Iowa 

UNIVERSITY OF SCRANTON 

75 East Woodruff Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 

476 West 7th Avenue 
Columbus, Ohio 

146 Davis Court 
San Antonio, Texas 

444 East Tulpehocken Street 
Philadelphia, PA 

5353 Magnolia Street 
Philadelphia, PA 

Takoma Park, Maryland 

White 

~a.le_,, .. 

May 24, 1902, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

5'10 11 

170 pounds 

Grey 

Brown 

L~ght 

SEC~T 
- 2 - \ [ 

i • 



.. 

AUSTIN .JOSEPH APP 

Social....Secu J;; i.t,y 
Account Number 

""- -- ... . ~,_;,,,,'( .... 

• .. • #' 

;, . 

, ' 

l99-09-7789 

None 

Marital Status 

Criminal Record 

Military Service U.S. Army from September 11, 1942 
to March 12, 1943 - received honor-
able discharge as Private at Camp 
Claiborne, Louisiana 

Employme·nt 

1925 to 1935 

1935 to 1942 

Professor of English 
at Catholic university 

Head of. English Department 
SCRANTON UNIVERSITY 
Scranton, PA 

Traveled in Europe, Canada and Mexico and ta~ght at LAROS 
COLLEGE, Dubuque,. Iowa duri~g summers. 

September .11, 1942 to March· 12, 1943 - U.S. Army. Received 
honor~ble 'uischarge as Private at Camp Claiborne, Louisiana. 
Army seri~l number. 33353746. 

Subsequent to discharge, . employed by JAEGERS MANUFACTURING 
COMPANY, 550 West Spring, Columbus, Ohio - manufacturers of 
farm machinery. . 

1944 

1949 . 

Professor of English in 
INCARNATE WORD COLLEGE, 
San Antonio, Texas 

Profess·or of English 
LA SALLE COLLEGE 
Philadelphia, PA 

A recent check of the COMMONWEALTH · LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSISTANCE 
NETWORK (CLEAN) was negative relative to motor vehicles or 
r~gistration. 


